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Title: Heart of Glass
Diatoms are single cell aquatic plants whose cell walls are made of silica (glass) that can 

form intricate morphologies. The cell walls of various diatom species have been 
arranged in the form of a ‘lay person’s heart’. This ornate glass heart is symbolic of 

how dichotomous emotions may be on a hospital floor at any given point during the 
day; ready to shimmer with the arrival of good news, ready to break when bad news is 

delivered. Thanks to Dr. Irena Kaczmarksa and James Ehrman for permission to use the 
SEM  images of diatoms generated in the Digital Microscope Facility at Mount Allison 

University.                
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