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 couple of years ago I taught my depar tment’s  
Senior Thesis course. All of our majors designed  
and executed individual research projects, many of 

and covering a range of anthropological and sociological topics. 
And then…all their papers ended up shelved under my desk.  
I began to imagine all of the wonderful projects sitting on 
shelves or gathering digital dust on hard drives. That is not  
the goal of academia. So what to do with these papers?

In his recent essay in the American Sociological Association’s 
Community and Urban Sociology Section’s newsletter, Jon  
Smajda smartly outlines a possible answer to the question.  
He writes, “Publishing early, often, and out in the open requires 
a change in our culture and attitude towards our writing, our 
research, and our image as scholars.”

The Journal for Undergraduate Ethnography is such a place.  
This is an open-access, online journal. There are no subscrip-
tions or paywall. The goal is to create an engaging set of new 
ethnographies. We hope to encourage current undergraduates. 

This journal seeks to counter lingering skepticism towards 
 online academic writing in the social sciences and humanities. 
We see our endeavor as part of a broader movement to  
create open-access content in the academy while maintaining 
peer-review practices. We use a board of undergraduates to  
staff our Student Board. These students conduct the initial rounds 
of reviews. Our Senior Board members then supplement with  
follow-up reviews.

welcome
We are thrilled with the international, 
multi-disciplinary response. We chose a 
set of papers that stake out a large ter-
ritory covering consumption practices, 
identity navigation, and community rec-
ognition. Using a combination of meth-
ods – ethnography, interviews, content 
analysis, and historical records – these 

Alfredo Aguirre interacts with the lives of 
international migrants as they develop a 
sense of identity and progress via consum-

in a small, rural cemetery to understand 
a community. Victoria C. Moré discovers 
an informal market premised on the non-
monetary exchange of goods. Caroline 
Womer gives a nuanced account of the 
self-understandings undertaken by women 
in relationships with sex offenders. We 
conclude with Will Gossett’s review of the 
new edition of Robert S. Carlsen’s The 
War for the Heart and Soul of a Highland 
Maya Town. 

Thank you to the Student Board and 
Senior Board for your amazing work.  
Thank you to all the different contribu-
tors of ideas. Finally, if you are interested 
in contributing a paper or review please 
contact us.



I: INTRODUCTION
FROM IKEA TO PERU AND BACK AGAIN

Even for Madrid in the summertime, it was an 

meal of arroz con pollo (rice with chicken) and papa a 

la huancaína (Huancayo-style potatoes), two staples of 

of day when even the heat in the shadows is unbearable. 

to entertain ourselves in fully air-conditioned space, and 
1 Carmen had invited my roommate, 

Anita, and me over to her house that day for lunch, as 

she had promised many times ever since I arrived in 

like I knew Carmen well, perhaps because Anita talked 

 

“A dream for me”: Idioms of progress among Peruvian migrants in Madrid
Alfredo Aguirre  
EMORY UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, AJAGUIR@EMORY.EDU

Abstract

from Peru in the 1980s, Spain has represented for many Peruvians the possibility of realizing aspirations to socioeconomic 

of superación (overcoming, surmounting) in contextualizing migrants’ desires for socioeconomic improvement. As an  

ideology of individual and collective progress intimately tied to Peruvian histories of violence, superación 

that desires for superación

conceptions of progress in the face of Spain’s decadent modernity and hostile racism. Lastly, I investigate the relationship 

superación

in the same kind of class and racial exclusions that subtend superación.

and subjects of progress at play in transnational settings, and suggest that rather than subscribe to models of migrant 
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As Anita’s coworker in the souvenir shop where she 

worked part-time, Carmen was a predominant character 

altercation with a coworker, Carmen was almost always 

on her side—as Anita explained to me, she was the only 

shop with 

her, and thus trusted her more than anyone else.

We eventually found relief from the heat in the 

centro comercial

we accompanied Anita as she searched for shoes, 

shirts, and jewelry. After a couple of hours of aimless 

which happened to be connected to the mall. As part 

templates and miniature reconstructions of real rooms: 

repeatedly expressed her desire to furnish her future 

over the next few days, was a particularly apt location for 

to “pasearse” (take a walk), 2the kinds of attitudes and 

affective responses elicited by the company’s products 

also dramatized the various tensions that Peruvians must 

head with ideas, templates, and products, you end up in 

illusion, and the ice cream and Swedish meatballs offered 

In this article, I propose to explore the idioms and 

poverty. In the next section, I discuss the importance of 

of Spanish modernity. Finally, I discuss consumerism and 

1

2 
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to their hometown communities, broader national and 

MIGRATION AND IDIOMS OF PROGRESS

of the Peruvians I spoke with was the need to improve 

in Peru, while some had connections to family members 

abroad who facilitated the process. These desires for social 

betterment must be situated within the transnational 

by the need for cheap domestic workers and caretakers in 

their experiences of lack in Peru to their sense of 

socioeconomic security in Spain. For many Peruvians, 

that cast into doubt ideas of linear socioeconomic mobility 

must take into account the symbolic dimensions of 

were invoked in its articulation, and what perspectives for 

of social and economic advancement—from the 

complexities were compounded by the multiplicity 

from Peru overlap with broader discourses of Spanish 

modernity and consumerism in Madrid. Consequently, 

discourses, narratives, and tropes of social and economic 

improvement—will be referred to by a variety of terms, 

that cast into doubt ideas of linear socioeconomic mobility... 



superación

will also implicate other important concepts, such as 

the term. For instance, in this article, I critique linear 

models of social betterment from my point of view as a 

researcher; but at the same time, many of the Peruvian 

particular context. 

METHODS
This article is based on observations collected 

for research in human subjects, I conducted participant 

festivities to cook Peruvian food with my roommate, 

Anita. Interviews consisted of open-ended questions 

prospects or to improve their family’s socioeconomic 

were from the coast, others from the sierra

Madrid, many of the Peruvians I met either wanted to 

return to Peru or had plans to do so. This was especially 

In Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of 

Globalization

Just as I myself am invested in modernity’s narratives 

I befriended. In many cases, I was cast into certain roles 

along racial, class, and regional lines.
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told me that I reminded her of Carlos, a son she left back 

in Peru. Not only a simple research assistant, I became part 

of the journey she undertook to support her children. 

In addition, this research resonated powerfully with my 

the identities I have been exposed to and which I have 

was thus an endeavor imbued with my experiences of 

INTEGRATION AND LOCALITY

However, there were dominant narratives that seemed 

to have particular power in Spanish discourses of 

came across was the notion of integración

themselves socially, economically, and politically into 

the Spanish nation. For instance, one Spanish physician 

a patología de integración

this medical perspective to economic rationalizations 

provided an opportunity to perform intercultural 

in Madrid called Perú Fusión, a state-sponsored celebration 

of Spanish-Peruvian relations in commemoration of Peru’s 

the ceremony, a Peruvian chef and a Spanish chef prepared 

a dish in front of the audience that combined the recipes 

of the Peruvian ceviche

Spanish pulpo a la gallega

traditional dishes and sources of national pride. Perú 

Fusión

also inseparable from the “particular valuation” accorded 

Perú Fusión cleverly 

their attempt to construct a viable version of the social. 



Carmen, Julia, and Anita allowed me to experience 

of superación in Peruvian contexts and broader discourses 

of Spanish modernity. By turns linear and circular, real 

wish for a better life and individual, familial, and national 

intertwined with narratives of morality and family.

II: 100 YEARS APART: SUPERACIÓN, RACE, 
AND MORAL PROGRESS

that sometimes seemed to contradict one another. For 

that one of the major reasons she chose to come to 

same time, an opportunity she did not have in Peru. Other 

in the afternoons; Anita also occasionally expressed her 

desire to become some kind of health provider, such as 

to be so simple. Anita took on the full-time shift at 

the souvenir shop and explained that she did not see 

practical courses that would teach her job-related skills. 

Anita’s decision to take the full-time shift was 

Mosquera resists linear conceptions of socioeconomic 

experiences of social mobility. One of her informants, 
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had not improved her social status, but she had achieved 
3 

to her education as she did in Ecuador, she was forced 

to work as a caretaker in Spain, which she found to be 

  In this 

account, Mosquera questions the modes by which we 

Matilde’s experiences of autonomy in Spain (despite 

cannot simply be reduced to the terms of remuneration 

or employment.  In addition, the disjuncture between 

opportunities for education. 

difference in Peru. In her book, The Circulation of Children: 

Kinship, Adoption, and Morality in Andean Peru, Jessaca 

“superación”

Superación is a cultural 

11). Superación

it promises to both overcome poverty and break free 

superación often referred 

to education as a way out of poverty. Indeed, in many of 

of education was repeatedly stressed, whether it was in 

to be able to continue her studies: she often lamented 

that she would have been able to study had she had family 

literacy, professionalization, and modernity—but at the 

3,4 My translation



Anita’s desires for education not only invoke the 

to study and work at the same time in Spain, they were 

profoundly invested in the qualities of industriousness 

described how some of their coworkers would become 

her boss’s pleasure with Mari’s work, a coworker asked 

her what she had done to him (“¿qué le has hecho al 

viejo?

lover. However, Mari simply responded that she was just 

In her discussion of child circulation in Ayacucho, 

superación as an “individual 

act: it occurs within a social web of relations who will, 

superación

Peruvian nation. As Mari once explained to me, she and 

her older brother were the only ones in her family to 

that she had to “superarse”

a major source of revenue for these family members. A 

scrupulous work ethic thus allowed Mari to re-articulate 

a variety of interpretations of superación that not only 

emphasized her disciplined behavior in the workplace, 

family. Mari’s sense of responsibility to her employment 

and household effectively situates her as a viable subject 

of transnational superación in Spain.

Mari recalled once that Spain was always “un sueño 

para mí” (a dream for me). The realization of this dream 

help her “pueblo

profound consequences on the social hierarchies and 

material economies of hometowns. Pribilsky’s informants 

pueblo could also 

paralleled their discussions of national advancement as 

Mari’s sense of responsibility to her employment and household effectively 
situates her as a viable subject of transnational superación in Spain.
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from the Northern city of Trujillo, he expressed his 

wish that Peru modernize: he explained that Peru and 

development.

superación of individual 

As Javier recounted, he left Trujillo precisely because his 

country was in bad shape, politically and economically. It 

of poverty to a social class he described as “normal.” And 

the social ladder: you turn into an animal, he added. Such 

individual or the nation could impact not only your assets, 

but also what kind of human you are—whiter by virtue 

of social betterment or more like the racially-marked, 

backwards “animal” of the lower classes.

III: COMPLETE “PERDICIÓN”:  
GENDERED MORALITIES OF PROGRESS 
AND NATIONAL DIFFERENCE

important ways by which to produce locality as they 

observes that many of his informants held the belief that 

accumulate some wealth, which they could use to acquire 

land, establish independent households, and start a family. 

workers and caretakers, labor historically conceived as 

women’s work. 

insinuations made by her coworkers and friends about 

we would become accustomed to these innuendos. 



When I asked her about it, she explained that in Spain, 

people are more risqué (“la gente son más atrevidas”), 

compared this to her experiences in Ayacucho, where 

people were more socially conservative. She explained 

that the concept of a compañero de piso (roommate) with 

someone of the other sex did not exist—it was simply 

assumed that you were “conviviendo

with a romantic partner. As I would come to realize, 

Anita explained that in her view, her ideal relationship 

would proceed “paso por paso” (step by step), rather 

unmarried and childless state…so that she has a better 

superación” 

informants and Anita’s notions of appropriate sexual 

“sucias

For Anita and other Peruvian women in Madrid, 

to seek social betterment, I encountered this notion that 

modern society was a decadent one in other contexts as 

scared to death of stories of the end of the world she 

used to hear as a child in Ayacucho. She still believes in 

worldwide. In this moment, Anita expressed the sense 

terms of a collapse of moral codes. For instance, in Javier’s 

liberal” (liberal) to arrive 

at “libertinaje

latter one meant, he answered, complete “perdición” 

does not simply result in social betterment, but also has 

the potential to release an excess of vice and sin. 
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of perdition. 

constructions. Some described this type of house as “chiri 

wasi

conversations with Peruvians in Madrid. Warm, affective 

relationships seemed to come under threat in the context 

of a modernity characterized by sex without emotion, 

public violence, and moral corruption. 

National difference was a site not only for the 

critique of modernity but also for a critique of Spanish 

with was the notion that Peruvian trato (social conduct) 

was better than the trato in Spain. Trato often referred 

to the tact and amiability of an individual or collective, 

their social faculties to those of Spaniards. On one of 

her trust in me to my Peruvian-ness: she explained that 

trato of Spaniards was by turns unfriendly, “seco” (dry), 

or “tosco” (brusque). From my conversations with these 

Peruvians, the characterization of Spanish trato seemed 

Indeed, it was commonplace for me to hear of the 

in accounts of racism. In an interview, Teresa asserted that 

despite the “encuestas” (polls) that declare Spain non-

racist, Spaniards are in fact racist. Mari added that this 

was true “tanto en la calle como el en trabajo” (as much on 

the streets as in the workplace). This idiom of trato thus 

Peruvian distinctiveness premised on a polite, friendly, and 

difference illuminate a certain rejection of modernity: 

superación as moral 

trato 

that Peruvian trato trato in Spain.



hierarchies in Peru and also in Spain. Superación thus 

both maintain a critical stance toward Spanish society and 

here will be the tension between the impulse to establish 

Spanish modernity. 

IV: “¡LAS ETIQUETAS!”: CONSUMERISM, RACE, 
AND PARODIES OF PROGRESS

with a very different reception in Madrid’s contexts 

for consumption in Spain that seem to promise not only 

new products, but better lives. In La Chulla Vida: Gender, 

Migration, and the Family in Andean Ecuador and New 

York City,

the curious ability to open up those avenues of Spanish 

modernity that allow the active construction of new 

Madrid’s busy center as she shopped for shoes, blouses, 

accessories that were sold in trendy Spanish stores, 

one of many ways by which people in Ayacucho “read” 

After all, superación in Peruvian contexts seems to be only 

perspective of superación, Anita’s impulse to shop was 

thus not simply a side expenditure—her purchase of 

“consumption creates time and does not simply respond 

has the power to constitute the time frames by which 

superación. 

up as a relevant topic of conversation in my interactions 

brand is to market products to a universalized consumer 

During my stay in Madrid, I noticed that a major pastime of Anita and  
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those spaces. Anita, Carmen, Julia, or I could potentially 

become the next “real” residents of these domestic 

future abode. 

work of consumption is as fully social as it is symbolic, no 

truly pleasurable for the women as they stumbled upon 

some convenient household tool or attractive piece of 

consumption were oriented toward the construction 

narratives of Peruvian superación

home, the character of our stroll soon became rather 

template and take pictures of themselves in domestic 

screamed, “¡las etiquetas!

and Anita caused quite a ruckus in the store that day, but 



Carmen, Anita, and I became cast as actors in a kind of 

parody of superación

these household scenes: in fact, our poses of everyday 

our picture in our own house. In our performances of 

domesticity, the dimension of superación that takes place 

neither map onto each other as equal terms. In these 

hilarious pictures, there is the sense that superación 

cross over into the unreal, the farce. 

Superación borders on the absurd here in part 

all I need to do is to purchase it. However, as the price 

of capitalism. Superación

no-nonsense currency.  This parody of superación also 

exposes the intimate relation between consumerism and 

its promises of universalization. The symbols and tropes 

of consumption become stripped of their past identities 

and themselves. Consumerism thus resembles discourses 

was made possible in part because of our incomplete 

and unsuccessful appropriation of the templates covered 

predominantly white, middle to upper class individuals. 

and accessories market a sleek, modern style that is 

intersected with the racial and class histories of European 

only convey the narratives and symbols of consumerism, 

but also the subtle racial, ethnic, and class differences with 

which they are inscribed.
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undoubtedly part of the company’s success. As many 

When I interviewed Javier, he asserted that in Peru, 

no hemos andado sucios (we haven’t been dirty). In his 

conception, even the poorest of the Peruvian population 

limpios (clean), as he 

market women were frequently cast as “dirty Indians” 

Anita made manifest the complex relationship between 

superación

are not able to escape the kinds of racial and class 

exclusions inscribed in commodities and intertwined 

in notions of superación. After all, both superación and 

consumerism implicate trajectories of social betterment 

domination. On the other hand, however, both idioms 

assimilation of “Western” modes of conduct. The 

hierarchies that subtend superación and consumerism, and 

Our “paseo

multiplicity of narratives—some contradictory, others 

was a contentious site where Peruvian histories of 

superación met narratives of modernity’s decadence, 

Spanish discourses of consumerism, and accounts of 

family, a small town in Northern Peru, or even the totality 

of the modern world. The individuals conjured by notions 

whether understood from the perspective of superación 

exclusions marked by race, class, and nationality.

After all, both superación and consumerism implicate trajectories of 

and domination.



V: RETHINKING INTEGRATION
superación in a transnational 

the First World must ask ourselves: what is at stake in 

in our conceptions of the social world. For Appadurai, 

locality is primarily “relational and contextual,” rather than 

“relational and contextual” perspective, I believe, is key to 

locality is not rooted simply in space, but can be modulated 

in our interactions with others around us. Perhaps it is in 

this spirit of concern for the localities around us that we 
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INTRODUCTION

comprised of local people whose families have been in the 

especially citrus.  The extensive coastline and abundance 

of beaches draws numerous tourists each year.

other local industries such as stores and businesses 

is 

one of these communities.  Founded and created in 

An Ethnographic Study of the Astor/Astor Park Cemetery
Mary-Lynn Allar 
STETSON UNIVERSITY, MALLAR@STETSON.EDU

Abstract 
The aim of this study is to learn about the past life of the small, rural community of Astor, located along the Saint John’s River 
in central Florida, through an ethnographic study of the original, historic section of the Astor/Astor Park Cemetery.1 The 
data presented in this paper comes from a survey of the area’s history, area maps, several personal visits to the cemetery, 

and military records.  As a result of this study, a great deal about the ethnic and racial make-up of this population is 
revealed in addition to other interesting demographic factors regarding the past population of the Astor/Astor Park area. 2

Issue 1 2011

1  The Astor/Astor Park Cemetery is made up of multiple acres and many different burial sections.   

2  



by William Astor and his business partners, Astor has had 
3,  but the community has tenaciously 

A window into the lives, experiences, and pasts of the 

use cemeteries in a wide variety of ways.  Essentially, 

which focuses on cemetery populations, tombstone 

The purpose of this is study is to learn about the 

the historic section of the Astor/Astor Park Cemetery.  

This work is important because not much is known 

or published about the area and this study adds to the 

a study such as this is necessary because as the world 

methods can be employed in non-traditional ways in 

can encompass a mosaic of traditional disciplinary 

this study as well.

of the Astor area and the cemetery.  Next, tombstone 

and followed by a section of further analysis.  Finally, a 

3    
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METHODS
Histories of the area were reviewed for the historical 

discussion on Astor and the cemetery.  Cemetery details 

purposes.  Photos of tombstones that had deteriorated 

over time required additional visits to the cemetery so 

were not clear, the sense of touch was employed and 

any patterns existed.  In addition, a map was sketched 

on location and edited based on a comparison with 

member of the Astor/Astor Park Cemetery’s Board 

artifacts of cultural history was conducted, and the 

developed as a result.  Birth and death dates provided on 

the headstones and supplemented by cemetery records 

information on the deceased individuals was discovered 

military records provided by the website Ancestry.com.  

to explore these people’s races, ethnicities, occupations, 

and socioeconomic statuses.

ETHICS
This study does not elicit ethical concerns because it 

contains information from public records and headstones.  

LOCATION INFORMATION
HISTORY OF ASTOR/ASTOR PARK  

entitled The History of Astor on the St. Johns: Astor Park 

published about the Astor area, the historical information 

history.

business partners, constructed a town on that same land, 

conducted, and the discussions on tombstone design and epitaph folklore 



for the town, and also donated land in Astor Park for a 

free cemetery.  In addition, he built two hotels: the Astor 

three churches, two school-houses, railroad terminal, 

that stated Astor had “...the best climate and richest 

beforehand and moved down from the north “to retire 

of the trees were cut down and removed from the land, 

were able to overcome these adversities and succeeded 

HISTORY OF THE CEMETERY
William Astor donated the Astor/Astor Park 

Cemetery to the people of the area as a free cemetery 

Incorporation with the State of Florida in order to keep 

the Astor/Astor Park Cemetery free for residents.  On 

Bradford E. Brown.  Additional property was donated to 

All three of these men are buried in the cemetery.
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CEMETERY DETAILS
The deceased individual or his/

her immediate family has to be a 

resident of the Astor/ Astor Park 

area in order to be buried in the 

cemetery.  The cemetery is free to all 

residents whether they own or rent 

their home.  As a result of limited 

resources, the Astor/Astor Park 

Cemetery is not a perpetual care 

comprised of residents who overlook 

and maintain the cemetery.  All work 

is done on a volunteer basis, and the 

their efforts.  Several clean ups are 

(Cemetery Packet).

The cemetery is bordered by Wild 

an un-named, paved road on the west.  

The cemetery has paths created in the 

An entrance path in the center of the 

cemetery acts as a divider between the 

newest burials are at the north-west 

and north-east quadrants.  A section 

of African American burials is located 

at most four known burials), and the 

in the south-east quadrant.  A section 

for urn burials is also in the south-

east quadrant located between 

cemetery layout.

FIGURE B1.  
(CEMETERY PACKET).  MAP CRE-
ATED BY CEMETERY VOLUNTEERS.

B1



As previously mentioned, the 

cemetery (located in the south-east 

quadrant).  The oldest headstone in 

this part of the cemetery is that of 

face east with one exception:  that of 

Marrietta Jones faces north.

For the purpose of this study, the 

There are thirty-one headstones 

the burial spaces of twenty-four 

individuals) in the second row, twenty-

burial spaces of thirty-one to thirty-

two individuals)  in the third row, 

individuals) in the fourth row, twenty 

spaces of twenty-three individuals) 

individuals) in the sixth row, eleven 

spaces of thirteen individuals) in the 

seventh row, and eleven headstones 

The total number of headstones in 

are not included in this count.  There is 

these headstones, but there are only 

far as can be determined.  There are 

several possible explanations for the 

disparity.  For example, if headstones 

do not have a death date, it is likely 

that the individual has not yet died 

or is just not buried in this cemetery.  

FIGURE B2, B3.  
(GOOGLE MAPS).  A SATELLITE 
VIEW OF THE WHOLE CEMETERY 
AND A CLOSE-UP VIEW OF THE 
ORIGINAL CEMETERY SECTION

FIGURE B4.  
A SKETCH OF THE CEMETERY 
LAYOUT.  (COMPASS ROSE IS 
ACCURATE FOR OTHER MAP 
FIGURES AS WELL)

 

B2

B3

B4
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Cemetery records have also been 

and it is possible that some of the 

record information is erroneous.  In 

addition, some of the headstones may 

not be up to date.  For the purpose 

of this study, the total number of 

and the total number of individuals 

represented on headstones is 

numbers are used to determine 

certain statistical information found in 

subsequent sections of this study.

TOMBSTONE DESIGN
Stylistically, headstones have not 

main difference is in the precision 

of the cut of the stone, and this is 

However, there does seem to be an 

overall trend toward shorter and 

wider headstones in more recent 

years.   This could be due to stability 

factors.  The closer a headstone is to 

the more stable it will stand over 

time.  Tall, thin headstones, of which 

we see a few of in this cemetery from 

earlier decades, would be more easily 

those with absolutely no decoration 

FIGURE A1.   
HEADSTONE—H B SANDERS;  
1881 – 1886

FIGURE A2.   
HEADSTONE— 
ARTHUR CLAY SAUL;  
SEP 19, 1982 – SEP 23, 1982

A1 A2



to those which are very elaborately 

varies.  Some have no decoration 

at all while some have a simple 

decorative pattern incised on them.  

Others, however, are very elaborate.  

very popular, and the two coexist 

on many of the headstones.  Secular 

scenes and emblems are also found 

cemetery.  In addition, there are eleven 

headstones of which the decorations 

are unable to be deciphered at all or 

are only partially decipherable.  Sixty-

(borders are not considered a form 

of decoration in this study), twenty-

also sometimes have a simple pattern 

have secular decorations, three have 

only incised patterns, and two have 

NO DECORATION

be discussed is that with no decoration 

at all.  The headstones that fall into this 

cemetery.  These headstones are small, 

name, birth date, and death date of the 

There are seven such headstones.  The 

earth.  Nine of these exist, and on two, 

inscriptions are incised with a double 

These incorporate an incised border.  

FIGURE A3.   
HEADSTONE—SAM LAHTI;  
1881 – 1965

A3
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Seventeen have borders that consist 

(wider at the base than they are at 

line, incised border and the rest 

the types previously mentioned, this 

type also usually contains only the 

individual’s name and dates of birth 

multiple person headstones, and one 

Some of the oldest headstones 

markers that have solely the name and 

birth and death year of the deceased 

in one case, it seems that a cement 

square was simply poured onto the 

FLORAL DECORATION

but not always, are the most popular 

forms of decoration found on the 

headstones in this cemetery.  It seems 

on headstones since it is common 

websites have lists of common 

used on the headstone of a child, 

used on the headstone of an adult.  

FIGURE A4.   
HEADSTONE— 
ALEX WATANEN;  
1873 – 1943

FIGURE A5.   
HEADSTONE— 
JAMES O. JOHNSON;  
1879 – 1961

FIGURE A6.   
HEADSTONE—FRANK P. STEELE,  
JAN 2, 1903 – APR 14, 1958;  
JUANITA B. STEELE,  
APR 14, 1912 – JUN 27, 1981 
THE HEART DECORATIONS

FIGURE A7.   
FIGURE A7:  HEADSTONE— 
MARTHA ANN BRYAN

A4

A6 A7

A5



companies, it seems likely that some of 

decoration appears on a headstone 

decorations paired with secular 

decorations, and nineteen have solely 

the appearance of branches on one 

headstones.  On these, an incised 

border with an arched-top is accented 

each corner that includes a small stem 

Flowers often accent the corners 

of headstones.  A simplistic four to 

leaves is used on ten headstones.  

decorations and one also contains 

at the bottom, top, or top and sides 

of the headstone—one of these is 

accents used in the corners.  The 

are not the only style.  A rose-type 

 

FIGURE A8, A9.   
EXAMPLES OF AN ORCHID-TYPE 
FLOWER AND A ROSE-TYPE 
FLOWER,

A8 A9
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wreath emblems located at their tops 

RELIGIOUS DECORATION

most popular type of decorations 

found in the cemetery. This is not 

Baptists.  For the purpose of this 

that depictions of lambs are considered 

lambs are incised on two headstones 

the lambs are usually accompanied by 

usually incised and are most commonly 

centered at the top of the headstone; 

however, there are two instances of 

are raised.  In addition, nine of the 

incised crosses are surrounded by an 

incised circle. 

FIGURE A10.   
EXAMPLE OF A WREATH EMBLEM

FIGURE A11.   
HEADSTONE— 
WHITEY WOJCIECHOWSKI,  
1909 – 1989;  
URA WOJCIECHOWSKI,  
1889 - 1985

FIGURE A12.   
HEADSTONE—ARTHUR CLAY 
SAUL; AUG 7, 1953 – AUG 20, 1958

A10 A11

A12



Crosses appear quite often on 

other headstones with more elaborate 

alone on two other headstones.  

well—twice alone and twice as one of 

multiple symbols. 

There are two elaborate scenes 

The second depicts two hands 

as the hands of the two deceased 

FIGURE A13.   
PICTURE OF PRAYING HANDS  
ACCOMPANYING A CROSS

FIGURE A14.   
PICTURE OF THE CHURCH SCENE

FIGURE A15.   
PICTURE OF THE SCENE  
IN WHICH GOD’S HAND  
REACHES DOWN FROM HEAVEN

A13

A15

A14
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SECULAR DECORATION
Secular decorations are those that 

do not have an obvious connection 

his/her life.  The secular decorations 

For instance, three headstones are 

of heart decorations —a pair located 

in each upper corner of the headstone 

has an industrial or commercial boat 

elaborate, and beautiful headstones are 

set apart from the other headstones 

with secular decorations because they 

contain landscape scenes.  One of 

of the snow.  

FIGURE A16,17.   
EXAMPLE OF A MASONIC  
SYMBOL AND A PICTURE OF  
THE HEART DECORATIONS

FIGURE A18.   
PICTURE OF THE  
INDUSTRIAL BOAT

decorations.

A16 A17

A18



A buck and a fawn (or a doe) 

and trees can be seen in the distance 

OTHER
In addition to all the headstone 

some headstones that have depictions 

that cannot be completely deciphered.  

This is due to erosion, dirt, and 

EPITAPH FOLKLORE

in this cemetery have epitaphs. These 

headstone with an epitaph that may or 

of production is unknown.  This type 

of folklore is the product of multiple 

individuals.  For example, the person 

who selects the epitaph is obviously 

involved; however, the person who 

physically creates the epitaph is also 

three different individuals who may be 

the deceased individual (for example, if 

headstone is purchased before death), 

(2) the family members or friends who 

for the deceased individual, or (3) the 

cemetery directors (if there is no one 

the deceased individual).  The epitaphs 

FIGURE A19.   
PICTURE OF THE SNOWY  
FIELD NATURE SCENE

FIGURE A20.   
PICTURE OF THE COVERED 
BRIDGE NATURE SCENE

   Headstones of some veterans state the war and branch of the military in which the individual served.  
In this study, these statements were not considered epitaphs.

A19 A20
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The informative statement is one of the least used 

types of epitaphs.  This type of epitaph states a fact about 

the deceased individual and is not what one would 

typically expect to read on a headstone.  There are only 

two examples of this type of epitaph: (1) Born in Turku, 

of these provide information about the deceased. 

Two other epitaphs portray the theme of the 

temporary state of death; however, they portray this 

theme in different ways.  One epitaph states, “We will 

between the deceased and loved ones is temporary—

in fact, there will be a future encounter.  Therefore, this 

epitaph also harkens to the presence of an afterlife (this 

theme will be discussed in more detail later).  The other 

mean that death itself is only temporary.  Eventually, this 

individual will wake up.  Just like the previous epitaph, this 

one also harkens to an afterlife.

There are four epitaphs that describe a characteristic 

Beloved son, brother, father—Hard Head.  All of these 

state that the individual was, and is still, loved.  The last 

“Hard Head,” embodies a bit of humor.  This is the only 

instance of humor seen in all the instances of epitaphs in 

this cemetery.

theme.  There are seven instances of epitaphs that fall into 

 The others 

Memories,” and “In our hearts forever.”  Each one of these 

states, in a similar way, that despite death the individual 

lives on in the memories of loved ones.  The epitaph 

because it means that this individual will be remembered 

to be now, they are “at rest.”  This seems to hint at the 

presence of an afterlife.  One of these epitaphs is very 

Remembrance of the deceased is a very popular theme.   
There are seven instances of epitaphs that fall into this category. 

deceased.  It is important to note that there is overlap between epitaph themes.



undecipherable.  It is a jumble of letters that does not 

actually spell a word.  The letters appear, “i cslo ve.”  

Erosion may have destroyed some letters or may have 

erroneous interpretation.  This epitaph possibly means 

we don’t know what the last word is, we don’t know 

afterlife.  “Our Father which art in Heaven” is clearly 

Father’s house are many mansions.”  The house can be 

DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

information.  This part of the study reveals the most 

important information about the people of the area in the 

allows conclusions to be drawn about socioeconomic 

status.

DEATH TIMING AMONG MALE/FEMALE

both of these individuals are female and thus represent 

than the four years women are presently expected to 

the males and females buried in this cemetery is 

FIGURE B6.   
SCATTERPLOT DIAGRAM—FEMALE AGE AT DEATH (BY YEAR OF DEATH)

FIGURE B5   
SCATTERPLOT DIAGRAM—MALE AGE AT DEATH (BY YEAR OF DEATH)
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burials in the cemetery.  This fact likely indicates dramatic 

DEATH TIMING AMONG SPOUSES
There are forty-seven couples, known to have been 

married, that are buried in this cemetery.  Married couples 

sometimes indicators of married couples.  Headstone 

décor was taken into consideration as well.  For example, 

shared headstone, it is obvious that the two individuals 

were married.  Helen and William Press may or may not 

have been a couple.  There is no evidence to support 

whether they were married, blood related, or just happen 

to have the same last name, so they were not included 

in this part of the study.  Of these forty-seven couples, 

twenty-two of the husbands died before their wives, and 

twenty wives died before their husbands.  Three couples 

died in the same year.  Both the husband and wife of one 

couple are either still alive, not buried in the cemetery, or 

have headstones that are not up to date because there 

the order of death is uncertain because there is no death 

date on the wife’s headstone or in the cemetery records.

their wives by 11.11 years.  This number supports the 

four years women are presently expected to outlive men.  

It is important to remember that many of these people 

different.  However, there is also a disparity between 

the number of years spouses outlive each other and the 

number of years women outlive men in this cemetery 

population (these numbers were discussed in the 

previous section).

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
STATISTICS (AGE DISTRIBUTIONS, ETC.)

for two of the individuals due to a lack of birth and death 

dates on both the headstones and cemetery records.  

sixty and seventy-nine, and thirty-seven are between the 

FIGURE B8.   
PIE CHART—AGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALES

FIGURE B7.   
PIE CHART—AGE DISTRIBUTION OF BOTH SEXES



OCCUPATIONS
Of all the people represented on the headstones in 

deceased’s life) were found for forty-two.  The majority of 

Some of these exceptions include merchants, business 

owners, and store clerks (Ancestry.com Operations, Inc. 

are men.  The only woman is Nan Hendrickson (toward 

was unusual for women to work outside the home.  This 

woman with an occupation.

RACE/NATIONALITY

the headstones in the historic section of the cemetery 

there is a known historic “black” section of burials in 

the Astor/Astor Park Cemetery.  However, this section 

was only found when additional land was cleared for 

section of historic African American burials coupled with 

to believe that all the interments in the historic section 

but not all, were also found.  Twenty-six of the people 

were from other countries. There is one person from the 

with twenty-one buried in the cemetery. (Ancestry.com 

FURTHER ANALYSIS
FINNISH IMMIGRATION

areas; however, some did stay put to revamp farm life.  

On the other hand, some Finns left their home country 

come into the country at earlier times, but not in very 

FIGURE B9.   
PIE CHART—AGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALES

ancestors to build a family tree.  Ancestry.com proved very valuable to this project because it contains historical documents that provide information 
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FIGURE B10.   
(ANCESTRY.COM OPERATIONS, 
INC. 2009).  OCCUPATION TABLE.



was the one to pave the way for the main period of Finnish 

Industrialization and new opportunities drew 

The historic section of the Astor/Astor Park Cemetery 

economic opportunities than the country-side,” Alan M. 

of rapid industrial expansion which necessitated a ready 

supply of cheap, unskilled, and semiskilled labor for 

of the occupations these people held at certain times in 

despite the trend to move to industrialized urban centers, 

or (2) choose to move to this area from industrialized 

centers for work, the trades they were skilled at were no 

were able to use “their old skills as jacks of all trades” 

CONCLUSION

died.  The Astor/Astor Park Cemetery provided a wealth 

status, race, and nationality of the area’s past population. 

The cemetery provided a view into the lives of those 

interred within its bounds.

but multiple conclusions can still be drawn.  Overall, a 

variety of shapes and sizes of headstones has always been 

available.  There is variation in headstone appearance even 

tombstone décor into consideration, this community 

seems to have been composed predominantly of non-

any decoration at all.  Floral decorations are the most 

common, and Christian decorations are the second 

headstones, the fact that only Christian depictions are 
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a branch of Christianity.

headstones were all that the families in this rural area 

could afford.  The Astor/Astor Park Cemetery is and has 

people of lesser economic means would choose it as the 

burial place of their loved ones.  Perhaps more headstones 

could have afforded more elaborate headstones.   

The fact that a majority of the headstones in the 

cemetery are plain and simple leads to the assumption 

that these people were not wealthy.  However, a 

and subsequently replaced with simpler, less-expensive 

in this cemetery had careers that would have put them 

in the lower end of the socio-economic spectrum.  This 

families.  Another possibility does exist:  maybe wealthy 

people did live and die in the area and are just buried in a 

different cemetery since the Astor/Astor Park Cemetery 

is a free cemetery.  In addition, wealthy people may have 

lived in the area and died after the new sections of the 

a section of the cemetery not focused on in this study.  

expected to have jobs, and men were expected to be the 

outside of the home.  This conclusion is drawn from the 

J. Hendrickson is the only woman found to have been 

employed.  However, occupation information was not 

found for every person in the cemetery, so it is possibly 

that a few more may have had jobs.

The racial data found on these individuals supports 

cemetery was an all-white cemetery; however, it seems 

like it continues to be an all white cemetery to this day 

of people previously buried in this section of the cemetery.  

In addition, it seems that the Astor/Astor Park area in 

four known black burials (at most) in the black section 

of the cemetery (located outside the historic cemetery 

section).  Astor has continued to remain a predominantly 

white area even today.

between male and female, the death pattern between 

their nineties than are men.  In fact, there is only one man 



Overall, it can be concluded that this area was 

composed of predominantly white, low to lower-middle 

class individuals who were probably Christian and tended 

Astor area is hard to come by, and sometimes histories 

contradict one another.  In addition, the cemetery 

records contain errors.  For instance, the records for 

the section of the cemetery discussed in this study are 

separate individuals, and sometimes have birth dates, 

interment dates for many of the individuals buried there.  

Additionally, there is no record of which headstones are 

when and how many times headstones have been replaced.  

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

Park Cemetery and the individuals buried there.  In 

resulted from interviews with relatives of the deceased 

and community members.  Also, further outside research 

have been valuable in comparison with the Astor/Astor 

Astor/Astor Park Cemetery and the black section of the 

how African Americans lived in earlier decades and 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License.
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pear… look, there’s a pineapple… and a cantaloupe…but 

 

Americans dispose of billions of pounds of food 

 

supermarkets often toss these so-called “inedible” fruits 

Dumpster Dinners: An Ethnographic Study of Freeganism
Victoria C. Moré  
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY, VICTORIACMORE@GMAIL.COM

Abstract

economy and has been gaining popularity in recent years.  Freegans strive to spend little money, barter or trade for goods 

Issue 1 2011



the conventional economy and minimal consumption 

the issue of food waste at a time when many of  

 

METHODS AND SETTING

research (participant-observation) and interviews with 

of their own communities and to show how dimensions 

friends, and Conrad showed up with dishes creatively 

As a participant-observer, I decided to become a 

any money on food; I ate food left over in my cabinets 

least six on my own. In preparation for this experiment I 

nuts. To reduce my overall participation in the consumer 
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recorded and transcribed in-depth interviews with 

 

dumpster dive to collect cans and scrap metal to sell.  

voluntarily to reduce waste and protest overconsumption.

FREEGANS: FORAGERS, ACTIVISTS, OR BOTH?

articles, radio shows, and a discussion on Oprah), few 

active in the community or had a stable residence; they 

from mainstream culture and live for free all the time. 

job, and you’re dependent on your car and your house… 

income individuals who had a more conventional lifestyle 

both activities, and (iii) one person who exclusively 

collected ‘wasted’ food put aside by supermarket and 

meals served for free in public spaces. The authors 

These freegans demonstrate an extreme version of freeganism, 
separate from mainstream culture and live for free all the time. 



They considered environmental and humanitarian aspects 

of where and how food was produced, and were aware 

of the ethics of food consumption.  Some followed diets 

make a conscious effort to alienate themselves from 

capitalism and overconsumption. 

personal attitudes and beliefs. Some simply ask store 

at a restaurant (sometimes with staff permission) and 

corporate beliefs, may scam and shoplift from stores or 

wild, eat road kill, or continuously move from place to 

stores, and, as mentioned, dumpster dive for food and 

Freegans may make other economic and lifestyle adjustments such 
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FREEGANS AT ISU

females in their twenties. They either currently attend or 

the way she was raised. “We could have survived without 

freshman year. When it came time for move-out from 

dorms and apartments for the summer, Sunnyside and 

items were discarded as trash. Sunnyside explained that 

of a lot of stuff, and it’s all useful.” It is hard not to curb 

quantities.  

out how to make ends meet.  We were resourceful and 

looked for options that were cheaper and free.” 

dive

that dive was bountiful!”  Also, they use the word 

“dumpstered” to describe items found in the dumpster: 

“The sauce has dumpstered peppers in it

as a verb: “This book was freeganed.” 

INSIDE LOCAL DUMPSTERS. 

winter layers. 

unpleasant.  Eventually, your eyes adjust and familiar items 

appear, such as zucchini buried under wilted lettuce, or 

It takes your breath away when you see the amount of 

 



should be avoided as they are the source of the vile 

stench that wafts up from the dumpster and sticks to 

dumpster at some point, even baskets used to display 

fruit. Apples, zucchini, pre-sliced fruit in containers, celery, 

poblanos, and specialty health juices.  A solitary bruise is 

no obvious reason for their disposal. 

Some businesses have replaced dumpsters with 

trash compactors. Compactors increase the payload of 

With the push of a button a store employee can destroy 

Jewel, Meijer, Schnucks, they all have compactors so we 

and so many products are ruined in these machines daily.  

HOW GARBAGE BECOMES GROCERIES. 

for example, insist that dumpsters are dirty and diseased, 

and express concern for the welfare of the dumpster 

divers. The mere fact that the food has been pulled from 

 shows us that uncleanliness, or dirt, is 

reactions. Nancy Tomes, author of 

FIGURE 1.  PHOTO BY AUTHOR. FIGURE 2.   MY FIRST DUMPSTER DIVE JANUARY 26, 2010.  
PHOTO BY AUTHOR.
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are in fact still pure.

many of the items is thrown away, spoiled food is put in 

a container to be composted, and plastic containers that 

from it.

bell peppers, lemons, fruit, lettuce, bread, broccoli, etc. 

sliced pineapple, 12 containers of strawberries, 1 peeled 

a surprise every time. It’s enjoyable.”

Now that the found food is clean, it needs to be 

cantaloupe, or blueberries, are frozen and used for 

dumpster are often on the softer side, and make a perfect 

mushroom caps and portabella slices, so I learned how to 

are easily frozen and thawed, and fresh herbs can be dried.  

of roasted red and yellow peppers. Other times there 

FIGURE 3.   FEBRUARY 23, 2010. PHOTO BY AUTHOR. FIGURE 3.   PHOTO BY AUTHOR.



we do more ‘across the board’ functions in the kitchen,” 

said Sunnyside. Sunnyside, Conrad, and Oak all expressed 

waste, but we tried as hard as possible to use every last bit.   

It became apparent early on that Sunnyside, Conrad 

food from our dives (which was often the case) would 

every dumpster dive.  

HOW GROCERIES BECOME GARBAGE.  

picked, and sent to a controlled atmosphere (CA) 

monitored so the fruit is kept alive, but does not ripen 

any further. It is then transported and stocked on the 

Industry.”   These warehouses limit waste of apples in the 

production process and allow apples to be cheap year 

water, soil nutrients, pesticides, herbicides, diesel, and 

shipped from the Philippines, and many avocados come 

Our detachment has blurred what is important 

shelves, we foolishly expect the items to look perfect. No 

one is about to spend his or her hard-earned money on 

produce that has a blemish, or is in some way sub-par. For 

this reason, stores are pressured to supply produce that 

that 

is deemed unworthy of our dollars is sent to the dumpster.  

After that lengthy life food has had before it appears on our shelves, 
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 Additionally, “use by” and “best before” dates are 

often treated as expiration dates. The word expiration 

words describe very little of the food in the dumpsters. 

and “use by” are not safety dates, but rather dates to 

keep the circulation of food on the shelves constant. 

The innate value of food is overlooked in the current 

system; monetary value seems to be all that matters. 

Sadly, it seems stores can’t or don’t try to eliminate food 

waste. Employees are not allowed to take food home, and 

cardboard, there is no attempt made by stores to recycle.  

unlimited amount of re-useable plastic containers for 

homeless shelter.  

And to think: This was all one step away from 

Characterizations study estimates the market value of 

and I doubt that number includes food.  Timothy Jones 

billion dollars when retail, farm, and residential losses are 

added up.

Our food supply is the “most varied and abundant in 

nutritious to offer. Healthy food is also unattainable to 

many because of cost. This makes me wonder why the 

healthiest, priciest food is also the food most often 

thrown away.

popularity today; supercenters are.  These massive 



all their household requirements under one roof,” (Seth 

compactors.

IDENTITY & WAY OF LIFE

rent, pay for cell phones, attend a university (Sunnyside 

and Conrad), have a full-time job and drive a car (Oak). 

not consider themselves anti-consumerists, but rather 

and with much more awareness than many Americans.

they can be erased,  Minnie Conrad even usesthe plastic 

“If we barter say potatoes for shoes, both of these 

more we have of them the less useful they will be each 

them. Not only are they female, but also they became 

one dive could take 2-3 hours, and is also quite labor 
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intensive. With little or no processed foods like Easy Mac 

humans the earth and therefore it should be respected. 

Sunnyside stated, “There is more of a circle involved in 

and the rest of society is their perspective of value. They 

do not only see value in terms of how much money it 

is “worth,” but also in terms of its basic qualities and 

immoral. “To think about the relationship of morality and 

economics is to connect the most abstract and perhaps 

infused with our deepest beliefs of what we live for and 

CONCLUSION

to only pay attention to the monetary value of food and 

we found ourselves implicated in a system that not only 

money to spend it, they strive to make less, spend less, 

and make the most out of what is available. Innovation and 

resourcefulness are qualities that individuals, companies, 

and question practices otherwise considered normal, and 

helps us remember that even within our own communities 

there are alternative ways of life.  To quote American 

ours is one of the most bizarre of all cultures.”   

of society is their perspective of value. 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License.
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to the criminal justice system, rehabilitation, current laws, 

and overall outlook on their own offenses. Furthermore, 

in relationships with a broad array of incarcerated men. I 

Men and their Perceptions of the Criminal Justice System
Caroline Womer 
UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE, CAROLINEWOMER@GMAIL.COM

Abstract

study offers a theoretical contribution that focuses mostly on sex offenders in an attempt to help reshape their perceptions 

schema approach (instrumental, political, and cultural schemas), implemented from a previous study, based on their overall 

neatly into one schema. A fourth schema, christened the “chimerical schema”, is proposed to further explain offenders’ 



to be applicable to social activists and how they utilize the 

this framework and applied the three-schema approach 

to sex offenders; based on their outlooks of their own 

three schemas to women’s perceptions of the American 

criminal justice system based on how society viewed their 

course of this study, I attempted to determine which of 

the three schemas a majority of sex offenders seemed 

to fall under and, when applicable, why and how sex 

offenders rationalize their offenses. I compared this with 

SELECTED LITERATURE REVIEW
The bulk of literature applicable to my research 

was Pamela Schultz’s Not Monsters

literature review, both of these contributed a vast amount 

of information to my research and allowed me to peer 

further into the world of sex offenders. Not Monsters 

contains accounts from interviews carried out with sex 

offenders by the author herself. I discovered that in a 

of the offender to accept responsibility for his actions 

In many of the accounts from Not Monsters, 

responsibility of their actions onto other people or ideas. 

In one of Schultz’s interviews, she states that while he 

displayed little empathy for the children he victimized, the 

rape their deities, he shuddered and convulsively thrust 

from the sex offenders exposed a predominant theme of 

denial. Furthermore, another offender stated that, “Most 

child molesters are in self-denial, and they don’t think they 

their rationale to society.

Accounts of Child Molesters,” delves into accounts that 

perceptions of an offender and his blameworthiness, 

be. From the start, the authors used the example of a 
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call “techniques of neutralization” (Hanson and Slater 

the money, I was drunk, the owner mistreated me, etc.)” 

In their study, Hanson and Slater found that of their 

caused by factors that are external and uncontrollable” 

more lenient sentence than an offender who admitted 

other people or circumstances and tries to rationalize his 

offense. It is apparent that we, as a society, want to believe 

more acceptable to society; in reality, this belief merely 

evades the truth and creates more problems.

Not Monsters, 

I discovered that while offenders may admit their offense 

on other irrelevant scenarios in order to rationalize 

What had happened was supposed to be a family issue, 

on someone else, the offender essentially tried to feel 

like what he did was not as severe as it is in reality. An 

offender who attempted to rationalize his pedophilia 

type of person who doesn’t want to hurt anyone or do 

rationalized his offense in a way that made him feel less 

can be detrimental, especially when responsibility is not 

as Hanson and Slater point out, “When self-presentation 

a legitimate excuse for their actions and are truly remorseful.



attitudes that may contribute to their criminal behavior” 

METHODOLOGY

sex offenders as well as accounts from sex offenders 

Not Monsters

personal stories about their own offenses and the effect 

it has on their lives and the lives of others. I coded the 

As a brief overview, the three schemas are as follows: 

the instrumental

concrete resources, the political schema is one that seeks 

forces, and lastly, the cultural schema seeks to transform 

activism, I applied them to sex offenders. 

outlooks on their own offense from the letters and, once 

found, coded for words and phrases most applicable to 

the three schemas, offender rationalization, any type of 

expressed by the offender that stood out to me. Some 

of the main words, concepts, and phrases I searched for 

those directly or indirectly involved with the offender, 

offenders’ outlooks into the most appropriate schema 

their offenses. Since the cultural schema is the most ideal 

schema for sex offenders to embrace, due to the fact 

that it encompasses an acceptance and responsibility that 

surpasses the characteristics of the other two schemas, 

place offenders’ outlooks into only one of the three 

In order to execute the interview process for women 

in relationships with incarcerated offenders, I borrowed 

I placed each offenders’ outlook into the most appropriate schema 



The JUE   Issue 1

1

and I set up phone interviews with women interested in 

conviction has had on their life, how others in their life 

have reacted to their relationship, and how involved they 

structured, but any questions, concerns, or additional 

outlooks into each of the three schemas based on how 

they viewed the criminal justice system in terms of how 

they felt society perceived them for their relationship.

ability to capture the richness and subtleties of culture” 

can seek to…uncover the conscious and unconscious 

explanations people have for what they do or believe, 

or to capture and reproduce a particular time, culture, 

the accounts that I analyzed and better understand why 

and women in relationships with offenders as a whole, 

realm of academia rather than public policy. The bulk of 

the world as they do.

of this subculture of offenders that society possesses 

women in relationships with offenders, I was able to 

interviews with the women served as an enhancement to 

Both, however, were equally crucial in my research; I 

with women in relationships with offenders and personal 



more positivist approach.

DATA
The schemas are crucial in my study and applicable 

schemas, however, I found that many of the offenders’ 

transformative approach, sex offenders may be able to 

policies that we, as a society, believe to be effective, when 

in actuality, they are often not.

INSTRUMENTAL SCHEMA

schemas are presented in more detail. The instrumental 

schema is the least developed of the schemas and 

possesses very basic characteristics. This schema focuses 

on the needs of the individual, and success is seen when 

need and a desire to help. Additionally, there is a focus 

on concrete (and often material) needs; often times 

they attempt to justify these needs with demands. Basic 

the instrumental schema as exhibited in the sex offender 

that your research helps to correct the many problems 

offenders.” In this instance, the heart of the instrumental 

as a whole. He expresses hope that the research will lead 

to a different societal attitude toward sex offenders; this 

solution—one of the main themes of the instrumental 

schema. 
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an increase in offenses and an increase in the number of 

is also interested in public policy and stresses the need 

need for success is present; the offender believes that 

without a concrete solution, there will be no successful 

result.

many viewed the criminal justice system from the 

instrumental perspective. All of the women interviewed 

would simply deny their relationship’s existence—even 

don’t even try. They just think that maybe it’s a phase, or…

they just don’t really talk about it anymore. It makes them 

into the instrumental schema, however, expressed the 

characteristics of service and advocacy. A fair number 

of the women interviewed involve themselves in 

criminal justice system that is conducive to rehabilitation. 

to visit their boyfriends or spouses in prison. This desire 

to help and to be an active member and advocate for 

instrumental schema.

POLITICAL SCHEMA
While the political schema seems more developed 

than the instrumental schema, the two differ in a variety 

of ways. Instead of the instrumental schema’s indifference 

political schema. Emphasis is 

placed on the political power structure and the need to 

oppose it. The political schema opposes power structures 

and oppression because they view power as the source 

of inequality and injustice. For those who claim to be a 

not an individual concept—this schema stresses mass 

While more developed than the instrumental schema 

in that its characteristics are more complex and require a 

political schema possesses 

criminal justice system from the instrumental perspective. 



help cut down on the hysteria that the media and the 

toward the political power structure. Motivated by his 

political schema; one in rooted 

situation.

None of the women in the relationship study 

directly expressed any facets of the political schema. 

When I asked one woman how she reacted to society’s 

often accompanies the political

part to achieve social power. In no way did she express 

society’s treatment of these women or their incarcerated 

CULTURAL SCHEMA
cultural schema is the most ideal and 

attempts to embrace and encompass all views. Members 

of this schema believe that injustice is a result of society’s 

political schema, 

Members of the cultural

and respect and when it ties to personal experience 

instrumental schema, the cultural schema 

One offender recently wrote, “I am very interested in 

detailed research of pedophiles to prove that we’re not 

and honest and only want the truth to come out so that 

this.” While traces of the instrumental schema exist here, 

this offender exceeds this schema’s characteristics and 

offense in order to hopefully transform what he believes 

easier for one to believe that he accepts full responsibility 

bitterness that often accompanies the political
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political 

cultural schema.

cultural schema is a more 

advanced and developed version of the instrumental 

schema, it is no surprise that many of the women in the 

fact that society misconstrued their relationships with 

toward society, one woman stated, “I don’t need to 

alienate the world because there may come a point in 

time where I really need them…they know that I’ve been 

not.” Contrary to the political schema, this woman takes a 

more optimistic approach and realized that while society 

cultural schema 

biases—in this case, incarcerated offenders and the 

women who choose to be in relationships with them. The 

same woman spoke about how she coped with society’s 

discomfort toward her relationship and said, “I’ve just 

way…I’ve just come to the point where I just kind of 

live with it and I don’t press the issue—I don’t push it 

too uncomfortable with it.” While she clearly wishes to 

The fact that she is at peace with this concept speaks 

volumes about how most of these women cope with 

CHIMERICAL SCHEMA

many of the sex offenders in one of the three schemas, 

they did not all neatly correspond to one of the three. 

Some encompassed more than one, some embraced one 

schema more than another, and still others seemed to 

from sex offenders in my possession, I established a 

fourth schema, which I call the chimerical

this schema better explains a majority of these offenders’ 

chimerical schema 

did not apply to the women in the relationship study; 

instrumental 

and cultural schemas.



The chimerical schema embraces aspects of all three 

schemas, but is not quite as developed as any of these 

three due to its scattered nature and overall lack of 

the process and what is required to attain the end result. 

Thus, members of the chimerical

and believe it to be instantaneous, rather than the process 

and are incredibly unrealistic in their approach. Success in 

the chimerical

happens (similar to the instrumental schema), but also 

when society’s treatment toward sex offenders becomes 

revolutionized. Members of this schema see success in 

minimum compromise. 

Additionally, blame comprises another major aspect 

of the chimerical schema. As it pertains to my research, I 

observed in a majority of the letters, as well as in accounts 

from Not Monsters, that offenders place blame on other 

people, objects, or ideas in an attempt to elicit sympathy 

of the political

and bitterness as motivators. The chimerical schema often 

includes ostracized individuals that are alone over the 

political schema’s theme of unity and mass movements. 

even from other offenders that they associate with on a 

day to day basis.

While the chimerical schema shares many similarities 

with the political

bitterness, it differs in that the political schema does not 

with the political schema’s theme of opposition, stresses 

the introverted and isolated nature of the members of 

this schema. The political

and mass movements. Since the chimerical schema lacks 

this important quality, the sex offenders’ ideation of 

alienate themselves.

chimerical 

schema did express characteristics from other schemas. 

As mentioned previously, the schemas are not mutually 

one schema. I did observe that most of the offenders 

blatantly displayed characteristics from the newly founded 

fourth schema.  One of the major themes I observed was 

an offender’s attempt to play up his situation in order to 

evoke the reader’s sympathy. In one offender’s letter, he 

destructive, and lifetime consequences that harsh, callous, 

time with no chance of commutation, reduction, or any 

spiritually…I suffer from a heart condition for which I 
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have a pacemaker implant. My wife has a pacemaker-

obvious. His caustic tone is a voice that most of society 

Blame is another prevalent theme in this offender’s 

(as well as his wife’s) is unfortunate and rather sad, he 

utilizes these vices to complain about a crime that he 

chose to commit. He states that he needs to be home 

with his wife to assist her; here, the offender attempts to 

sick wife as an excuse. Additionally, he blames the criminal 

offer treatment for sex offenders…but even if they did, 

me.’” In this instance, the offender illustrates his desire for 

the cultural schema, is a process that takes place over an 

extended period of time.

rationalization and blame comprise an essential part of 

the chimerical

I meticulously observed that many offenders made major 

attempts to rationalize and justify their crimes. The authors 

crimes, they do not help their case. When individuals (sex 

that they need to take responsibility for, society chooses 

cultural 

schema, the desire to transform society’s perception of 

chimerical schema, offenders only hurt their case and their 

as a whole.  

DISCUSSION
The cultural

done little to help their cause. While many offenders 

embrace the cultural schema, or aspects of it, many 



cultural schema, “In fact, when activists invoke the cultural 

It is important to note that while sex offenders are 

cultural schema also emphasizes 

familiarization with one’s self and one’s desires and beliefs. 

that a movement toward the cultural schema is ideal for 

chimerical cultural 

framework, most of the women in the relationship study 

already embody the ideal cultural schema. Even in the brief 

the positivity in their voices and hopefulness in their words. 

upon these women versus that of the sex offenders 

explains this pattern in the data. While the women in 

they possess a more optimistic outlook on the system 

women in relationships with incarcerated men.  These 

society’s treatment toward both, sex offenders attempt to 

cultural 

characteristics of the cultural schema, sex offenders can 

Furthermore, the chimerical schema (which includes 

blame and aspects of rationalization) is detrimental to an 

unconscious assumptions seems almost an impossible 

cultural schema makes 
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when people maintained their skepticism toward child 

molesters (therapists in particular), this did not translate 

of society; while ambitious, not all individuals possess the 

same perspective on sex offenders as many sex offenders 

Further research will be conducted in which one-

on-one interviews with sex offenders will be carried. This 

will help obtain a better perspective of their outlooks 

and views on their offenses and current laws. I believe 

chimerical schema to the three-schema 

cultural

chimerical 

schema does not aid many offenders and only makes their 

situations worse.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License.
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INTRODUCTION
The introduction to The War for the Heart and 

Soul of a Highland Maya Town

the dedication that Atitecos have for their homeland.  This 

of a solution to that question.  It is incredibly relevant to 
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relevant today.

Carlson’s research is based on a combination 

The War for the Heart and Soul of a Highland Maya Town, 

The new edition includes a preface that covers what has 

I will outline the book in a chapter-by-chapter format.

Carlson explains that political violence and military 

and how it clashes with what he describes as the “still 

The chapter has theoretical portions that even Carlson 

totally resist it.

Chapter Two discusses the physical characteristics 

also details characteristics of the local population, such as 

Atitlán, have successfully resisted their supposed spiritual 

claims that the Atitecos have effectively reconstituted 

Jaloj-K’exoj.  Jaloj-K’exoj is “a Mayan 

conceptualization of observed processes and patterns 

into Atiteco culture. 

Chapters Four and Five share a similar objective.  

Chapter Four attempts to reconstruct and explain the 

historical environment that allowed for the continuity that 

chapter contains many references to primary historical 

documents and the research of other specialists.    Carlson 

uses both chapters to present a historical reconstruction 

and experiences to the historical research of other 

specialists and the primary historical documents.  When 

in Atitlán, he includes examples of contemporary Atiteco 

cultural behavior.  For example, Carlson mentions the 

desire of the Spanish to force Christianity on the natives.  
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rarely used by the Atitecos.

of Mayan land, undercut the Mayans’ economic capacity 

which in many ways eclipses even that which followed the 

parts of this chapter that may not be enjoyable.  He claims 

that quantitative data shows that the local population of 

ability and less reliance on the “Old Ways” and more 

 

Chapter Seven contemplates contemporary 

and approximately two and one half years of residency.  

that his time spent there compromised his ability as an 

Nonetheless, I feel that Carlson has been successful in 

his attempts to combine historical data with his personal 

experiences.  He takes the reader into the heart of 

culture.  When one visits ancient Mayan ruins, it is easy to 

Carson examines elements of traditional religiosity, local Protestantism,  

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License.
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