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1he Kitchen Attic . At the bottom is the original roof sheathing . In 
the centre is the break in the boards where the dormer was located until 
after 1792. At the tOf is the infill roofing, with horizontal boards 
possit.ly installed around 184 0 . 
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9 Attic over the Kitchen, Footnotes. 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Diary, III, 1792-06-04, ff. 

There is nothing to indicate when this window was removed, 

except that the earliest known photograph of this end of the 
house was taken in 1947, by Doty. 
Diary, II, 1783-12-20, Anthony and Hagar. 
Diary, II, 1784-06-22, when Frank died. 

Diary, see III,1792-08-23, A girl from St. Margaret's Bay, 

III,1792-08-31, William Robinson, a boy, lived at 
the house for several weeks, 

III, 1794-09-05, Barbara Tullock works for 11 weeks, 
III, 1795-11-20, Don MacAdam, a hired servant, 
III, 1795-04-20y Anthony and Donald, 
III, 1796-09-24, Leckie from Shelburne, 

where we see that there were long term as well as transient 
workers staying at the house. Anthony had been employed as 
early as 1783, though we cannot tell if it was continuously. 
Raddall, 1949-05-31, which suggests that the chimney was 
removed prior to this date. 

The chimney referred to in Diary IV, 1803-06-20, with the flue 

oven of Diary, III, 1792-09-01, had been replaced by a stove 
chimney prior to the photograph (Doty) and the drawings of 1947 
(Parker). 
A currory inspection of the fibres in the shingles and the 
belief that this part of the roof was never reshingled, 
suggest a life which was moderate in length. 
From site observations made in 1978. The use of birch bark 
to reduce air movement is more common than canvas, but nowhere 
has any sign of birch bark been found in the original fabric, 
though not a great deal of the original can still be seen. 

J.W.Reside, in his lecture to the Yarmouth Historical Society 

in 1973 states, 'The outside wall studs were installed side­
ways making a very thin wall. Split laths and plaster were 
on the inside and birch bark and shingles or clapboards on the 
outside. Corner bracing was on the inside.' From my observa­
tions there never were any studs in the outside walls, either 
vertical or horizontal, which therefore puts some doubt on the 
presence of birch bark. It is necessary to remember that 
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9 Attic over the Kitchen,.Footnote~, Con~d. l 
Reside was also,talking 26 years after the event so that memoryl 
may not have been reliable. Birch bark may still be present 

in the walls and there may be a chance to find it in the future1 
) 

(See Reside file, NSM~). 

10 There are three types of purlin to be seen. The earliest and l 
probably original is rough log, whereas the latest is rough 

sawn· 2"x4" dating from 1949. Sheathing shows the typical l parallel sawcuts of the water-powered sawmill in the earlier 

wide boards and the circular-saw cuts on the race or the later l·. 
narrow boards. The original rafters are axed or adzed. _ 
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Kitchen Attic l ooking down on the original valley gutter of 1792 . 
At the middle left can be seen the tree- nail at the joint between 
the rafter and horizontal tie beam which acts as a floor joist. In 
the immediate foreground is a purlin . The hole at the top leads 
into the attic roof space over the kitchen. This space is beyond 
the reach of visitors . At the top left are the 1792 shingl es . 
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a) cl840. 
The staircase in the rear position. Although the only information 
comes from the 1947 drawings of the house, it seems unlikely that 
changes were made after Caleb Seely so dramatically changed the 
position of the main stair. 

Stair Landing plan. 

b) 1949. 
When the staircase was rebuilt at the front position it was based on 
marks left in the woodwork from the previous staircase. We can only 
assume· the accuracy of the craftsmen to faithfully follow the pattern. 
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10 Stair Landing 

This space is rather complex in shape and its various stages in 

development are also complicated. In its present form it dates 

from 1949, 1 
but it possibly resembles the original space of 

1797 2 
with some minor modifications. 

As the dormer window is not centred over the front door, it is 

unlikely that it dates from 1767 3 but is a later addition. 

Contemporary houses of similar form in New England did not have 

dormer windows as a "rule. 4 Although the entry was changed in 

1787, 5 the front door was not moved as it is still on the centre 

line of the original facade. (Seep 121 a)) It may be assumed that 

the dormer window was added at the time of the extension of 

1781, 6 
when the addition to the east would have blocked off the 

gable windows in Bedroom 2, making the central bedrooms 

windowless. Some support for this date may be gained from the 

similarity of sash in the dormer windows and in the end windows of 

the 1781 extension, 7 as both use 8/8 panes, whereas the end 

windows in the bedroom built in 1767 are of 6/6 panes. Over the 

lifetime of the house, the sashes may have been changed, but the 

similarity remains. On the other hand, it is unsettling that 

Simeon Perkins does not mention building dormer windows in his 

diary. At this time the diary entries are quite cryptic, and a 

lack of definite information may be interpreted either way.
8 

As 

there was a domes window in Bedroom 2 by 1804 9 it is a 
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reasonable assumption that the domers are contemporary with the 

1781 extension, which was when they were needed. 

A number of changes can still be seen in the ceiling. A roof 

access hatch over the head of the stairs has been hidden by later 

plaster. 10 This plaster work presumably dates from 1949 11 

when the stairs were again moved and a vertical post was carried 

up to the ceiling to increase staircase rigidity. A small piece 

of vertical boarding which predates the 1949 12 alterations, 

suggests that there was a partition at first which made the 

Landing a rectangular room. It is located on the rafter just 

outside the door to Bedroom 2. ( p 257 ) A large cupboard, 

adjacent to the wall of bedroom appears in the drawings of 1947. 

(p 132 ) The position of the cupboard door can still be clearly 

seen in the paint marks on the floor. 13 ( p 260 ) 

Major renovation work was carried out at the house in 1949 using 

materials taken from the Freeman house next door which had 

recently been dismantled. (p 15 >14 The house was known as 

'Elmwood'. 15 Authentic old materials make it much harder to 

discern new work from old or original. When the stair was rebuilt 

in 1949 16 repairs to the flooring and walls were carried out in 

these old materials and only the drawings of 1947 17 (p 131 ) give 

an indication of which parts are new and which are of earlier 

date. The stair and handrail are both clearly from 1949, though 

identical in design to the rear stair photographed in 1947. 18 
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The Stair Landing. This photograph was taken by Hedley Doty in 1947 
showing the rear l ocation of the staircase,with Eedr oom 2 as i t appea r s 
t oday . 
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The Stair Landing ceiling 1979. Some traces of change can be plainly 
seen in the plaster ceiling, whi le others, for exampl e 1an access hatch, 
have been hidden by it. The marks of t he adze can be clearl y seen in 
the ceiling beam. 
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The Stairs l ooki ng down . 
repeats the di mension of 
removed about 1840 . 

Buil t in 1949 , the design of the sta i rcase 
that believed to have been built in 1 766 and 
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The Stair Landing Floor. The location of an old closet door can be 
traced in paint markings on the floor. The closet was removed in 1949 . 
The joints in the original ~looring show where a beam is located below . 
In order to prevent sagging be tween the widely spaced jois ts a double 
layer of floor boords is used, which has the added advantage of reducing 
no ise transfer and is tl1e eighteenth century solution to the need for 
tongued and grooved boarding. It sugges ts a system of construction 
in process of deve l opment and an ability to use wood extravagantly . 
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( p 257) Presumably the design can be attributed to the wishes of 

Raddall and Reside. 

Questions remain unanswered. Was the landing at any time a 

bedroom? How was the space first used? Was it ever used 

primarily for storage; or was it an open space for storage or a 

dormitory, or has it always been a central landing with a bedroom 

on either side? It is probable that the latter condition existed 

in 1775 when Perkins remarried. 19 

Ceiling and door heights are low, with one door only 1.7m high and 

the clear height under the beams of the ceiling only 1.8m. 20 

With no building code to establish minimum standards, convenience 

balanced with economy alone dictated the size, and in this case 

the functional headroom. Connecticut houses have ceiling heights 

which are typically 2.2m (7'-2") 21 whereas in this house it is 

1.9m (6'-4"). 22 It is unlikely that the people were 

substantially shorter when the house was built than people are 

today, but attitudes have definitely changed, as present building 

codes reflect, both for safety and convenience. 

It is hard to believe that the staircase could have ever been in 

the position which it now occupies, as it is so very inconvenient 

and out of character with the rest of this common-sense house. 

(Seep 254 b)) Until such time as major renovations are required, 

when plaster might be removed from walls and ceilings to disclose 



hidden information, such as blocked up doorways or previous wall 

locations, the mystery of location and sequence of stair building 

must remain unsolved with the same tentative conjectural solutions 

offered as for the Entry immediately beneath it. (See p 154 

above) 
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10 Stair Landing, Footnotes 

1 Raddall, 1949-04-22 

2 Diary, III, 1796-12-14 

3 Diary, I, 1767-04-18 

4 This conclusion has been rrached after extensive searches 

in the collections of photographs of the American Anti­

quarian Society, the Society foT t~e Preservation of New 

England Antiquities and the New Haven Colony Historical 

Society as well as books such as Kelly, Isham and Brown, 
and Williams. 

5 Diary, IV, 1787-10-29 

6 Diary, II, 1781-07-18, ff. 
7 Calculated from site measurements 

8 As the Diary is incomplete it is not possible to eliminate 

by lack of reference, nor are the entries in the Diary 

consistently complete. 

9 Diary, V, 1804-01-04 

10 From an on-site inspection, having crawled through the roof 

space from the access hatch in Bedroom 3. 
11 Raddall, 1949-05-18 or before. 

12 Drawings by B.L.Parker. 

13 Although adding successive layers of paint without adequate 

preparation is normally anathema to architects, in this case 

the paint marks not only reveal the position of the cupboard 
wall, but also the door. It may be assumed that the cupboard 

was built at the same time as the stair was removed and was 

itself removed when the stair was reinstated at the front. 

14 Raddall, 1949-04-11 
15 Radall states that 'Elmwood' was built by Joshua Newton, 

Perkins' son-in-law, but there is some dispute over this. 

Newton built the house on tne other side of the street, 114 Main. 

16 Raddall, 1949-05-18, "Repairs to the floor continue." 
17 Drawings by B.L.Parker in the J.W.Reside file, NSM. 

18 Raddall, 1949-04-22, states that "Therefore we had the middle 

set of 'back' stairs transferred to their original place at 

the front." This is again confusing as the stairs both have 
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10 Stair Landing, Footnotes, contd. 

, 
\ 

~ 
I 
: 

open strings, but on opposite sides, making it impossible ~ 

to re-use the strings, although the treads and risers of each J 

step might be re-used. Even here there is a real problem 

as there is an open string on one side, making it unlikely 
that the treads were turned over to be re-used. 

19 Diary, I, 1775-09-10 
20 From measurements taken on site. 

21 Verbal communication. Ed Friedland. 

22 Measurements taken on site. 
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Samples of wallpaper removed from behind some l oose plaster above the stairs . 
The pattern suggests a dat e of 1840 , which neatly fits in wi th the c hange 
of the stair location when substantial alterations woul d make redecoration 
sensi ble. It may be wishful thinking of course . 
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Bedroom 1, 1767, plan. 

This room appears little altered from when it was built. It is believed 
to have been the "pretty" room referred to in the Diary in 1776 when it 
was freshly wall-papered. 
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11 Bedroom 1 (?) (1776) Chamber (1792) 

Possibly used as a bedroom from the start, this bedroom has 

charming roof beams but now lacks a stove. (Compare p 270 with p 271 

) On August 8, 1776 Simeon Perkins wrote 1 "Paint my bedroom, 

etc." and on September 14, 1776 2 "I begin to paper my chamber", 

and on September 20, 1776, 3 "John West finishes papering my 

chamber. It makes a pretty room." It is reasonable to assume 

that these references apply to this room upstairs and that it was 

not yet plastered. 4 A chamber was plastered in October 1800, 5 

but because Simeon Perkins refers to it as "a" and "ye" it is 

unclear to which room he was referring. Nevertheless earlier in 

1800 6 it would appear that the Counting Room together with a 

Chamber at the store was being worked on. This reference 

therefore applies to another building. As the Entry, Par~our, 

Keeping room and office were probably plastered initially, 7 and 

the chamber in the 1781 extension was plastered in 1782, 8 the 

1776 9 diary entries most logically apply to this room. The date 

of 1776 for finishing the room is significant in that having 

married in 1775, 10 his need for a "pretty" bedroom rather than a 

boarded one had possibly been pointed out to him by his new wife. 

We can be definite that it was in this room that water was poured 

into the flue through the stove pipe access to help put out the 

office chimney fire in January 1792. 11 This reference also 

tells us that there was a stove in this room at this time. In the 

photograph of 1947, 12 
(p 270) the flue pipe opening can still be 

seen. As the chimney connects two flues from below, the shape of 
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the chimney stack becomes not only twisted in elevation but also 

in plan. This manipulation of the flues prevented the chimney 

from blocking one of the bedroom windows and allowed the flue to 

project through the peak of the roof. 

The structure of the roof is visible with exposed rafters and 

collar beams every 2 m. The ceiling beam immediately adjacent to 

the chimney is only a trimmer and is unsupported except for the 

ceiling planking. In the closets at the eaves (p 272 ) the 

vertical roof boarding can be seen spanning between horizontal 

purlins, which in turn span between the main rafters. 

Historically this appears to have been derived from the 

construction technique developed for thatched roofs, but here in a 

late stage of development the rafters are widely spaced with 

shingles applied over boarding from the start. During repairs 

carried out in 1979, 13 the author was told that there were two 

layers of boarding on the roof, presumably to increase rigidity 

and permit wider purlin spacing. Two opportunities to check the 

accurracy of this statement while maintenance was being carried 

out have be~n missed by the author. The accurracy is questionable 

as the last shingle repairs caused the points of the nails to 

protrude through the sheathing and plaster to appear in the 

bedroom ceiling surfacer 14 

The wall between the stair and bedroom discloses the building 

technique at the time. Vertical boarding, which forms the 
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Bedroom 1 looking southeast. The low headroom, ·further reduaed by 
the beams , gives a cosy feel to the upper floor, but should not be 
construed to imply that the Perkins family were necessarily short people. 
The 1781 door, made from just two pieces of board, is curiously hung 
with the battens on the outside. 
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Bedroom 1. Photograph of 1947. A cap over the stove pipe 
connection is a reminder that Simeon Perkins poured water in here 
to douse a chimney fire started in the office below. This is only 
possible because the three fireplaces shared a common flue . 
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Bedroom 1 looking west. The structural frame and chimney are visible 
with the 2 flues from the Office and Parlour gathering ihto one to 
eject smoke close to the peak of the roof. 
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Bedroom 1 Closet l ooking south. The horizontal purlins spanning between 
the rafters and vertical boarding can be clearly seen through the open 
doorway. In contrast to the original boards, those used in ~935 are 
much narrower. See next photograph. 
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partition, is nailed into woodstrips attached to the wooden floor 

and ceiling. 

lap joint. 15 

Vertical joints in the boarding are a simple half 

1 6 Split laths, nailed on horizontally to provide 

more stiffness, are then plastered over. In the wall to the south 

closet space the wall is plastered on one side only, whereas 

between this bedroom and the landing the wall is plastered on both 

sides to give an overall thickness. Connecticut precedents used 

vertical boarding for internal walls where the boards were given a 

bead at the joint and left without plaster. 17 An example of 

this can be seen in the door to the south closet. (See p 276 ) 

Presumably the whole room was finished in this way until papered 

in 1776. 18 Although plaster may have been a status symbol it 

would have greatly improved audio privacy but not thermal 

insulation, except for a reduction in draughts. In the large 

closet to the south there is an added window which appears to have 

been installed this century. (p 275 ) No functional requirement for 

this window can be found, except to permit ventilation to lower 

the temperature under the south-facing roof slope during the 

summer. Typical examples of this form of house ·from New England 

have smaller windows in these locations, presumably for the same 

reasons. 19 ( p98 ) 
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Bedroom 1 2 Footnoteso 

Diary, I,1776-08-08. 
Diary, I.1776-09-14-
Diary, I,1776-09-20. 
The confusion caused by the use of the words 'bedroom' and 

'chamber' is problematic. The two references to the chamber 
in footnotes 1 and 2 above have the appropriate gap in time 
for the activities and benefit by having the word 'chamber' 
applied to them. 'Chamber' was the usual word for an upper 
level sleeping space and bedroom for a ground floor space. 
Diary, IV, 1800-10-13 1 my chamber' and 1800-10-18 1 ye chamber'. 
Diary, IV, 1800-07-26 and 1800-09-09 to 13. 
Diary, I, 1767-04-18. 
Diary, II, 1782-09-21, 22, 27, 28. 
Diary, I, 1776-09-14 and 20. 
Diary, I, 1775-09-10. 
Diary, III, 1792-01-11, which incidentally proves the 1office 
room' was in the house. 
Raddall, 1947-05-19. 
Personal observation, 1979, September. 
Personal observation, 1979, September. 
Inferred from the south wall, see below, 
Raddall, 1949-05-10. 
Kelly, p 145.0ther early Nova Scotia houses are built this 
way, for example the Samuel Warne house of 1783 in Digby 

County. brought to my notice by Elizabeth Ross in 1983. 
Diary, I, 1776-09-14 and 1776-09-20. 
Williams, op cit., pls 28 and 30, also Poor, A.E., Colonial 
Architecture of Cape Cod, Nantucket and Martha's Vineya~d, 
Dover, NY, 1970, plates 2,4 and 12, also the Noah Burr House 
p 98 , and the Lane House p 99 , both in Killingworth, CT. 
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Bedroom 1 Cl oset l ooking west . Inside the close t a windo w o p ening 
of recent date c an be seen, p r obably ins t al led to i mprove ventilatio n. 
Note how the main ra fter has been c u t at the tOJl l eft- hand corner to 
allow it to open. 
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Bedroom l Closet Door Latch. What appears to be an original latch on an original door. 
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12 Bedroom 2 

As a middle bedroom with doorways leading to two alternate stairs, 

there is only one small dormer window which tends to make this 

'L' shaped room darker than the other bedrooms. Entry to this 

room from the stair landing is now through a recess which appears 

to be of later origin than the south-facing dormer window. 1 If 

the recess were removed, this dormer window would have had a 

similar relationship to the interior walls as the other two windows 

have now. 

In 1804, Perkins wrote, 2 "The Wind at S. Blows very hard. Some 

Scaffolding about my Kitchen Chimney Blowed off & fell against one 

of the Dorman Windows in my Daughters Lodging Chamber. Broke the 

Sash & Glass. Mary age 7 was at the Window & in Some danger. The 

Snow is mostly gone." From the direction of the wind and the 

location of the Kitchen chimney in the extension of 1792 there is 

only one possible dormer window which fits the circumstances 

described, and this is a south facing dormer window in this 

location. In the sloping ceiling in the southwest corner, behind 

the door, the framing for the south-facing dormer window can still 

be seen. (See p 283 ) This dormer window would have been 

partially blocked by the completion of the roof to the extension 

of 1792 3 which took place some time after 1804 4 and possibly 

about 1840. 5 (see Attic, p 244) 

From the roof space which was an open valley at least between 

1792 6 and 1804, 7 the joints can be seen in the original roof 
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boarding where the dormer opening was filled in. 8 Neither canvas 

strips nor birch bark can be found in the original 

construction. 9 

Comparing the north-facing dormer window in this room to that in 

the stair landing, one sees that the sills are quite different 

widths due to the location of the knee-wall below. This suggests 

that the dormers were built later than the walls, which helps.to 

confirm the external evidence of positioning. ( p 121 & p 280 

above). 10 Although there are differences in detail it cannot be 

assumed that the dormer windows in this room and the stair landing 

were bult at different times. There was no need of a dormer 

window in this room while there were windows on either side of the 

chimney in the east end gable wall. When these were blocked by 

the extension of 1781 11 the dormer windows became necessary as 

the only alternative means of gaining light and ventilation. 

It would appear quite reasonable to interpret " ••• one of the 

Dorman Windows ••• " as a clear indication that there were at least 

two windows in the room by 1804. 12 

The 1804 13 quotation permits another deduction to be made. It 

would seem reasonable to interpret the reference to " ••• my 

Daughte~s lodging chamber", 14 as meaning all his children, 

rather than just Mary. If this were true, then five girls lived 

here in 1804. 15 Bed spaces were always at a premium in this 
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The joints in the floor boards show where th~ original 1767 kitchen 
fireplace chimney was removed. In 1781 it was rebuilt the other side 
uf th~ original e nd wall, al l owing the firep l ace to merely penetrate 
the wall, and so provide a larger bedroom. 

279 



a) 

b) 

c) 

a) 

1767, conjectural. 
Before the house was extended, a chimney flue penetrated this floor 
in much the same way as it still does in Bedroom 1. The room may 
have been divided. 

1781, conjectural. 
After the addition was built there would have been no light in the 
bedroom and so dormer. windows were required. Rebuilding the 
chimney outside of the room gave more space, though as there was only 
one access route through this room, privacy was diminished. 

cl840 or later. 
Once the kitchen addition roof had been extended to meet the main 
roof, the south facing dormer had to be removed, making a division 
impractical. 

Bedroom 2, plan. 
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Bedroom 2 . Dormer facing north, believed to have been installed in 
1781. A door can be seen giving access to the eaves closet . 
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Bedroom 2. The filled-in dormer window in the southwest corner . Not 
required until after 1781, when the end windows would have been blocked 

by the addition, the dormer was in use after 1792 when the kitchen 
wing was added . It is not know~when it was removed but presumably 
it could have been taken out when the stair was altered about 1840. 
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Bedroom 2 looking east. 
which is the only one on 
dates from 1782 when the 

The original e nd wall and curious fire:place 
the upper floor. Th i s fireplace probubly 
whole chimney was rebuilt. 
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h 16 ouse, though the second extension may only have provided 

sleeping room for servants. With a family of eight children, odd 

relatives, long term visitors, some paying guests as well as 

live-in servants, the household could have numbered seventeen 

people, 17 although some may have slept in other places, such as 

18 the chamber at the store. 

The most noticeable feature in the room is the fireplace. This 

was not built until 1781 19 when the chimney was re-built through 

the wall in Bedroom 3 thus necessitating a new fireplace in 

Bedroom 2. From marks in the floor boards we can get some idea of 

20 where the previous chimney flue of 1767 came up from the 

kitchen below. (See p 279 ) 

The 1781 21 extension created a need for access to Bedroom 3. 

For a whole year, 22 until the 'garret stair' was built, that 

access was gained through this bedroom, hence the door beside the 

fireplace. 
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12 Bedroom 2, Footnotes. 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
18 

19 
20 

21 
22 

See discussion under Stair Landing above p. 

Diary, V, 1804-01-04. 
Diary, III, 1792-06-05. 

Diary, V, 1804-01-04. 
See Entry and Stairlanding above, pp. 

Diary, III, 1792-06-05. 

Diary, V, 1804-01-04. 
See p. 
From o~servations on site. 
The position of the dormer window over the front door is 

not so drammatically displaced that it is immediately 

noticeable, but whereas the doorway is very accurately 

centred in the original wall, the dormer is off centre 

by 170mm. 

Diary, II, 1781-07-18. 

Diary, V, 1804-01-04. 
Diary, y, 1804-01-04. 
The lack of an apostrophe does not assist in the accuracy of 

the deduction, but the argument may stand on the basis of 
common sense. 

l , 
I 

, 
! 

1 
l 
1 

1 
Diary, V, 1804-01-04. The number of girls is calculated from ~ 

' their birth and death dates, see Simeon Perkins above, 

Footnote 92 and the chart p. , where it can be seen that 

Abigail had already married and left home. 
, 

I 

Diary, III. 1792-06-05. 

Diary, passim and the author's calculations. 1 
Diary, III, 1800-07-26. 

Diary, II, 1781-08-06, ff. l 
Diary, I, 1766-06-19 and 1767-04-18 establish the limits within 
which the original chimney must have been built. ~ 

Diary, II, 1781-07-18. 
Diary, II, 1782-10-04. 
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Bedroom 3 looking east. Marks in the end wall and ceiling suggest a 
partitior. has been removed, which would have divided this room into 
t .... ,o rooiils, each with a window. 
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a) 1781. 
Note that there is no staircase, which was: ·not built until a year 
later. Prior to this the only access must have been through the 
bedroom next door. 

!'!!!.---

b) 1782. 

Note that the room has been divided at some time, most likely during 
the tenure of the Perkins' family when so many people slept here. 

288 Bedroom 3, plans. 
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13 Bedroom 3 

The curiosity of this "garret" 1 is that it has its own staircase 

and a chimney breast which nearly divides the room in half. 2 

Marks on the wall plaster suggest that this room was earlier 

divided by a wall from the chimney to a point between the windows 

to form twp small rooms. 3 

What is invisible to the visitor is actually a much greater 

curiosity. The original clapboarding and the first chimney 

location can still be seen, although getting into position to view 

them is not at all easy. In the north eaves closet at the front 

of the house there is a small area of the original sheathing and 

cladding still in place on the end wall of the 1767 4 gable. 

(See p 293 , p 294 ) It is clapboarding of the same pattern as 

that on the front of the house today. 5 As a relic of the 

original house it is extremely interesting because Perkins writes 

about "clapboards" 6 and "shingles" 7 on the exterior of the 

house by which he undoubtedly means that the clapboards on the 

walls and shingles on the roof. The soft-wood clapboarding is 

106mm (4 1/4") wide and is exposed 75mm (3"), 8 as compared to 

about 100mm (4") exposure in Connecticut for early oak 

clapboards. 9 

Through the roof access hatch can be seen the other item of 



interest, which is the exact location of the first kitchen flue. 

(See 'Attic' below) 

During the one year interval between construction of the extension 

10 and the provision of the second stair, this room had no other 

1 1 access than through Bedroom 2. During this period the 

inhabitants of Bedroom 2 lacked privacy, hence the second stair. 

When the staircase was built by Mr.Bangs in 1782, 12 one year 

after the room was built, he found it necessary to cut through the 

end framing member,~called a girt, to increase the space on a 

narrow and steep stair, which is very reminiscent of a ship's 

companionway. This nautical quality is understandable, as Joseph 

Bangs was the designer 13 and builder 14 of Simeon Perkins' 

schooner "Betsey" launched in 1784. 15 Presumably his attitude 

to a major structural member in a ship would have been different 

from that shown in the house, and perhaps the house framing 

members, especially the girts, were initially over-sized. 16 

Nevertheless, this attitude is rather daring. That the instinct 

of Mr. Bangs was correct is borne out by the apparent stability of 

the house two hundred years later. His simple stair is an elegant 

solution to the problem, showing remarkable economy in wood and 

space. 17 

From diary references it may be inferred that this room was 

plastered in 1800. 18 If so, it is after a long delay, and 
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Bedro om 3 l ooking west through l ength of hou se . The lack of privacy 
can still b e experi enc ed throughout the upper f l oor . The large chimney 
at th~ righ t is for the 1782 kitchen fireplace . It lea ns to t he lef t 
in order to exit through the ridge of the roof . 
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Bedroom 3 looking north. The or i ginal clapboarded end gable wall 
shown in the next photograph can be seen by looking to the left 
through the eaves closet door. 
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Bedroom 3 . Clapboarded gable wall from 1767. This i s defini tely 
original as it was left untouched when the 1781 addition covered it 
over. The vertical boar ded wall can be seen wi th mice holes gnawed 
at floor level. These original c l apboards match those on the front 
or north elevation which supports the idea that the front is s t ill 
the original cladding . 

293 

, 



Bedroom 2 Closet. The inside of the original 1767 gable wall shows 
no sign of birch bark or other draught-proofing materials behind the 
clapboards. The vertical boards clearly show the saw marks from the water 
powered saw mill, whereas the rafter shows the less regular surface of 
the adze or broad axe. The purlin on the left is recent, from 1935 or 
from 1949. 
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inevitably the reason must be sought, but in this case no reason 

can be found, unless it is purely economic. 
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13 Bedroom 3, Footnotes. 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

1 5 
16 

17 

18 

Diary, II, 1782-10-04. 

See plan, p. 

From observations on site. 

Diary, I, 1767-04-18 or earlier. 
From measurements and observations on site. 

Diary, III, 1790-09-20 and IV, 1803-07-26, which generates 

some confusion. Finding some clapboards still in place on 

the east wall suggests that Perkins was not precise in this 

case. 

Diary, IV, 1803-07-28, ff. 

From measurements on site. 

Kelly, op. cit. pp 82-86. No reference to later clapboard 

materials is made so that we do not know if Perkins' house 

is odd or not. 

Diary, II, 1781-07-18 and II, 1782-10-04. 
See Bedroom 2 above. 

Diary, II, 1782-10-04. 

Diary, II, 1784-06-30. 

Diary, II, 1784-06-30 to 1784-10-14 passim. See Diary II, 

1784-08-10 when Mr. Bangs cuts his foot. 

Diary, II, 1784-10-14. 

The girt, unlike the main floor joists, is supported through­

out its length by the vertical boarding of the end wall. 

To view the stair properly, it is necessary to look at it from 

above and from below. The storage room beneath the staircase 

is not open to the public. See p. 

Diary, IV, 1800-10-13 to 18. 
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14 Roofspace 

Access to the roofspace in the original house of 1767 was 

presumably achieved through the hatch over the stair landing, 1 

which was big enough to allow large items to pass through it. 2 

The floor of the attic is of two layers of boards,3 and appears 

to have been lathed and plastered on its underside except in 

Bedroom 34 where it seems to have been plastered long after 

construction. It must have also supported storage as there is 

nowhere else in the house to put any, except the cellar, and as we 

have seen this was not rat proof. 5 At the east end, in the 

addition of 1781, there is a small window in the gable end, but it 

seems unlikely that there could ever have been any intention to 

use the space for accommodation as the headroom is so low and the 

access so inconvenient. The only access to the roof space at 

present is through a small hatch in the ceiling of bedroom 3. 

This provides necessary ventilation during the hotter months via 

the roof space and gable end window. 

Roof sheathing was largely replaced in repairs to the roof in 

1936, 6 1949 7 and 1979. 8 It is therefore all the more 

remarkable to find the location of the original kitchen chimney 

still visible in the boards remaining on the north slope at the 

ridge. 9 This helps to confirm the location of the first kitchen 

fireplace built in 1766-7 10 and pulled down in 1781 11 when the 

extension was built. 12 It also ties in with the location 

immediately below in Bedroom 2 where the flooring was altered. 13 
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From the scant evidence, it would appear that the flue was similar 

in size to that at the other end of the house, which fits in with 

14 other New England examples, where the end chimneys are of 

similar size despite different functions. It also suggests that 

the original kitchen flue was made of brick and was located inside 

the end frame of the house on the line of the ridge. (Compare the 

plans of 1767 and 1781 in p 134 & p 141 

Damage from water penetration to the roof structure had been 

considerable prior to the purchase of the house by the Queens 

County Historical Society and in October 1936, $200 was borrowed 

to make immediate repairs to the south slope. 15 On April 11, 

1949 16 "The rear slope of the roof was very bad, almost to the 

point of collapse." Not only were shingles and sheathing 

replaced, but so were purlins; 17 the new purlins being both 

larger and more numerous than the originals. 18 (See Bedroom 1,p 268 

above). 

It was noted on April 14, 1949 19 that, "The east chimney was in 

a dangerous state, with loose bricks between the bedroom ceiling 

and the roof." It was rebuilt. 

The technically demanding job of making a (waterproof) joint 

between the dormer window and the roofslope seems to have been 

generally successful, although some water stains can be seen. 20 

At the junction between the chimney and the roof, the traditional 
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The Attic . At the top centre can be seen the position of the chimney 
up until its removal in 1781 , when it was relocated beyond the original 
end f r ame in the new extension . Because the planking on the roof slope 
to the right was replaced in 1935 the visible c l ues occur only on the 
left-hand (north) roofslope . 
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The Attic. At the middle-left can be seen the top of the access hatch 
which has been p lastered over at s o me time on the ceiling below . The 
purlins and boarding on the left-hand roo fslope date from 1935 . 
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method was used providing a corbelled course of brick above the 

shingles to form a drip.
21 

Problems were met in other ways as 

well, for example in 1804 Perkins writes 22 "We are pointing the 

chimneys. They leaked very bad in the late Storm. I put tea Lead 

around the Chimneys first a bed of Mortar & then the Lead tacked 

r to ye Cleat then plaister over it." However leaks occured even 
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after the 1949 repairs. On 29 February 1952, officials of the 

Department of Public Works inspected the property. 2 3 "They 

found a bad leak around the east chimney, paint flaking from the 

walls in several places ••• " 

Despite their age and the obvious deterioration of the roof 

sheathing over the life of the building, the framing members of 

the roof show no signs of weakness. Rather, the neat joints, with 

their precisely carved Roman numerals and long round wood pins 

give every indication that the roof framing is good for many years 

to come. ( p 299 The overall taper of the rafters becomes 

apparent as well as the marks of the adze or broad axe in shaping 

the wood. ( p 300 ) As this is the only location in the whole 

building where the framing members can be clearly seen with their 

joints exposed, the normal visitor misses one characteristic of 

the house, which is its elegant and sensible structure, neatly 

made. 
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14 Roofspace, Footnotes. 

1 See Stair landing, above p. 
2 Measured on site as 750x1200mm. 

3 Observations on site. 
4 Diary, IV, 1800-10-13 to 18. 
5 Diary, II, 1788-08-05 and 1788-12-28. 

6 Raddall, 1936, '··· In October 1936 the Society borrowed 
from the Royal Bank of Canada to pay for the most urgent 
repairs. 1 

7 Raddall, 1949-04-11. 
8 Observatlonby the author, 1979 september. 

$200. 

roof 

9 The lack of evidence in the south roof slope is due to the 

replacement of the sheathing either in 1936 or in 1949, see 
footnotes 6 and 7 above. 

10 Diary, I, 1766-06-19 to 1767-04-18. 
11 Diary, II, 1781-08-06. 

12 Diary, II, 1781-07-20. 
13 See Bedroom 3, above. 

14 See Stair Landing, above, Footnote 4. 

15 Raddall, 1936 October. 

16 Raddall, 1949-04-11. 
17 Observation by the author. 

18 Deduced from a comparison of the north slope with original 
materials and the south slope with repairs. 

19 Raddall. 1949-04-14. 
20 Observations on site. 

21 Observations on site. 

22 Diary, IV, 1804-11-08. 
23 Raddall, 1952-02-29. 
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Conclusion 

To write an accurate description of a house, there must be a 

reliable source of information. Because Simeon Perkins kept a 

diary
1 

to go with his house, the primary sources of data for 

this stJdy of Perkins' house are excellent in quantity, quality 

and reliability during the formative first fifty years. 2 

However, though much can be deduced from his writin~s, the 

references to the house are often afterthoughts and are 

tantalizing in their brevity and ambiguity.~ The diary helps us 

to understand something of paint colour 4 and the progression of 

the interior finish from bare board to paint, 5 wallpaper 6 and 

plaster, 7 but doe~ not adequately provide proof of which rooms 

were treated and in what sequence, in what colour and at what 

date. Without original drawings we are frequently forced to 

conjecture the shaoe, size, direction, location and adjacencies of 

stairs, windows, rooms and whole buildings, especially during the 

early years of development of the house and its site. 8 Despite 

this, we can be reasonably certain that the present house is 

substantially similar to the house of 1812, the year in which 

Simeon Perkins die1. 9 

We ~re less fortunate in our knowled~e of the house durin~ the 

years following P~~kin~' death. There is an almost total lack of 

infc~mation a~o~t ~he hcus~ b~tween the years 1812 10 and 

~9:1 11 ~~e~ the ~u~e~s County Histo~tcal Society took an 

3G3 



interest in it. But for a chance.visit to Liverpool, the author 

would not have seen the photographs taken about 1900 ( PP 6, 14, 16 

) 12 which yielded invaluable evidence of the house at this 

period. However, in 1929, 13 Thomas Raddall picked up the 

historical thread and recorded in his personal diary the events ~f 

the ensuing years when ·the ~u~ens County Historical Society 

14 . 15 purchased the house and initiated the restoration process. 

Once again, although Raddall gi~es us much basi~ information about 

the changes undertaken, and although some photographs were 

taken 16 and drawings made 17 prior to reconstruction, it is 

evident that a detailed and systematic recording of the entire 

process of reconstruction was not made. 18 To give the QCHS 

their due, at the time such things were not thought necessary. 

Raddall was President ·of the QCHs 19 and took active leadership 

in the restoration work. Thomas Radda11, 20 together with James 

Reside, 21 seems to have initiated both the drawings of the· 

building as well as the photographs. 22 As records, both are 

instructive to us ·as warnings. The drawings were made by a public 

land surveyor, holding the post of Liverpool Town Engineer, 23 

not by an architect. They were inaccurate. 24 One room is shown 

with no doorway to get into it, whereas in another place a room is 

drawn with two doorways where there was really only one. Even 

basic information like room shape is inaccurate. No se~tions or 

elevations were drawn.. The photographs on the other hand did not 

cover all the elevations, nor the setting, and internally not all 

the rooms were recorded. 25 Thirty five years later, 26 the 
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errors and ommissions are part of the history of frustration in 

not being able to make categoric statements or interpretations of 

even the very recent past. 

James W. Reside was a Provincial Engineer with special or extra 

responsibility for overseeing the restoration work carried out in 

1949, 27 but planned two years earlier. 28 Reside kept a 

private file on his activities. 29 In reading his notes one is 

impressed by the care and attention of both Raddall and Reside for 

historic accuracy, 30 by their humility in recognising their lack 

of knowledge on technical matters, 31 but also by the lack of a 

detailed record of the nature and extent of the work which they 

authorised. For example, quoting from a memorandum from Reside to 

the Hon. Merrill Rawding, Minister of Public Works, of 1949-04-26, 

" ••• Mr. T.H. Raddall and I are in agreement that the interior 

decorating should be done by someone who knows more about houses 

of this period than we do~n 32 Unfortunately the built up layers 

of wall paper had been removed and destroyed, 33 there were no 

records in photographs or the progress of either stripping or 

rebuilding of the staircases, and only one reference to paint 

colour. 34 

On the other hand Reside tries to secure old materials for the 

reconstruction work from a house being demolished at Tusket, 

including paying children to collect up old nails. 35 To balance 

this there is the item in the estimates for "plowing", "harrowing" 
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and "removing sods" which would just about ensure that any 

information on the original layout of the grounds would be 

- 36 
destroyed. 

Nevertheless, we have to admire Thomas Raddall's immense energy 

and patience in getting the Perkins' House opened as a museum. 37 

In the context of the 1940's, the attitudes to architectural 

preservation are not unusual. 

Thomas Raddall wrote on May 10, 1949: 38 

"Raddall & Reside spent most of the day at 

the Per~ins House. The exterior carpenter 

work is all done, with the exception of minor 

repairs to window-shutters, etc. On the 

inside, the carpenters have stripped away 

sheets of wall board installed in the past 

thirty or forty years, and all the layers 

of old wallpaper, revealing everywhere the 

original boards or plaster. Among other 

things revealed by this is an interestin~ 

cupboard built i~to a side nook of the 

old kitchen chimney. Much other interesting 

old work was revealed; the split laths 

(not sawn); beams and boards showing 

the typioal marks of ancient vertical saws 

as usP.d in the Sawmills of Perkins' 
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time; wall boards scored and roughened to 

hold a thin coat of plaster, etc. Cost 

of the work so far is about $2,500, about 

half of the appropriation for this year. 

Reside is satisfied with this, and says 

it won't matter if the cost runs over 

$5,000, as this is an election year. 

Although political attitudes may not have changed, architectural 

restoration is now carried out with greater care to document each 

layer of wallpaper, and to achieve a more complete picture of the 

process through photographic documentation. 

No photographs were taken during the 1949 39 re-construction to 

show chance finds, such as the state of rotted sills, the depth of 

excavation or even to record the evidence of saw cuts and nail 

holes on which the decision to move the staircase was based. We 

40 41 know that a bathroom and a chimney were removed and the 

main staircase was moved or copied in another location, 42 but no 

definite information about their location and state was collected 

before the changes were made. Despite a sense of frustration 

created by these deficiencies, however, we are still fortunate in 

having what must be considered an unusual amount of information 

about the house, especially during the first fifty years, and this 

information becomes critically important in helping us make an 

accurate study of its evolution and existing status. In 
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considering the future care of the house, it becomes evident that 

meticulous records must be kept of any future changes made, 

however slight. Even the work done in 1982 is improperly built 

and unrecorded. 43 

The complexity of change in any house over the years is subtle and 

fascinating. Rooms are seldom left alone for long. Repairs are 

made involving replacement of original materials, 44 roofs are 

reshingled, 45 mouldings and trim are scraped and repainted. 46 

In 1949 alterations were made which were very subtle indeed. 

Reside wrote 47 "One of the carpenters had in his possession some 

old tools and could match the mouldings, and materials of the same 

period were available from the 'Elmwood' next door which was being 

demolished." Yet if insensitively done, over time these small 

incremental changes alter the spirit and form of the original 

building as radically as a sudden major change like a new 

extension to the house. Vigilance is therefore required to 

prevent Perkins House from gradually acquiring a different profile 

through the· inevitable process of future repairs and maintenance. 

This vigilance has recently been tested. The new Simeon Perkins 

Museum has already been built. 48 But we can now assume that the 

kitchen extension to the house might well be emptied of its museum 

contents and then the question of restoration to its former state 

will follow. Someone will have to make a choice of whether to 
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restore the kitchen to its 1949 state, for which drawings 

exist,
49 

or to push back to the original state of 1792 50 for 

which no drawings exist. Another alternative is to endeavour to 

unify the whole house to a date of 1800, or more significantly 

1812, the year that Simeon Perkins died, and to recognize that 

this must be done mainly by conjecture rather than from factual 

record. The integrity of the restoration is inevitably of major 

concern. Those making the decisions must be guided by historical 

and architectural precedent in order to ensure the quality of the 

restoration. But, as has happened at Perkins House before, 51 

the decision may be more a matter of politics than architectural 

history. 

Unfortunately the current attitude towards heritage matters by 

Government is still one of low priority, although there are 

encouraging signs with new legislation. 52 Public buildings are 

too often altered at minimum dollar cost. As a matter of 

government fiscal policy, building work is usually let to the 

lowest bidder. While this may be a reasonable procedure in the 

case of new buildings, it is not necessarily satisfactory for an 

older one where actual historical damage may be incurred by 

repairs done without the services of an expert restorer or 

craftsman and especially where the lowest bidder has to cut 

corners to m~ke a profit. 53 If we send our old paintings to a 

specialist for maintenance and repair, surely we should behave in 

a si~ilar way with our old buildings which are often worth far 
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more than the paintings, 54 buildings which may even be used to 

house the paintings. The Province of Nova Scotia possesses a 

collection of historic buildings, including Perkins House, which 

is unique in Canada. 55 Such a collection merits the expenditure 

of adequate funds for the proper maintenance of these historic 

buildings. 

In addition to enlightened government administration, however, 

support is required from the general public as well. Recent 

trends have happily shown a tremendous upsurge in some areas of 

heritage work. 56 However, members of the general public need 

continuing encouragement to become better informed about 

architecture and building. Fidelity in display and interpretation 

will only receive the impetus for improvement if the visiting 

public become more discerning in their appreciation. 57 

Even as late as 198258 significant alterations have been made to 

the fabric of the house. During the previous winter exces~ive 

ground water and freezing temperatures had contributed to the 

displacement of the north wall of the cellar. It had collapsed 

inwards about 600mm. 59 When it was rebuilt, it was laid in 

modern cement mortar, whereas the original had been dry jointed, 

and merely lime pointed on the inside. Unfortunately the 

alignment of the stones is now proud of the north wall of the 

house, and the mortar has been struck off at an angle to ensure 

rainwater flow. The excessive modern cement mortar 
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is all too visible at the front door as one enters. It is now a 

blatant anachromism, due to crude craftsmanship and insufficient 

site supervision which ultimately must stem from the attitudes of 

the officials administering public funds. 

The other alteration is even more visible, but more acceptable. 

An alarm system has been installed at the house, 60 with small 

boxes installed in the rooms. There is no reason to presume that 

the general public cannot discriminate between historical fabric 

and necesary modern surveillance equipment. Unfortunately, the 

installation required many holes to be drilled for cables, which 

are generally concealed, but at the junction of the two roofs, 

original sheathing, and 1792 shingles and flashings were cut and 

removed in order to ease access for the installer to work. 61 

The damage is partial but irreparable. When the house was wired 

for electricity in 1949 other holes were cut which should have 

been adequate for the smaller new wires. This raises the question 

of how much incremental damage is acceptable in the name of 

preservation and protection? It would appear that those 

maintaining the house have lost sight of the reason for its 

62 existence. 

Fortunately for us, Perkins House has still fared rather well in 

its more than two centuries of existence. The responsibility for 

how it will make out during this present generation is ours and 

ours alone. We may enjoy the house only as long as it remains the 
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true house. Once eroded it will truly be gone. It is hoped that 

this book has helped explain what is true at present and will 

provide a better base for making judgements in the future, so that 

a building of fidelity remains for future generations to enjoy. 

May you, the reader, now gain more enjoyment from the house 

itself. 
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Conclusion, Footnotes. 

1 See footnote 2, Preface. 

2 The Diary covers the years 1762 to 1812, with several gaps, 

some of significant length. 

3 Ambiguities abound as for example references to the 1 store 1 

4 
5 

6 
7 
8 

9 
10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

19 
20 
21 
22 

23 
24 

25 

26 
27 

which remain unqualifed and could be one of a number of different 

locations. 

Diary, III, 1794-06-19. 
Diary, I, 1776-08-08, where 'my bedroom' is insufficient to 

locate the room. 

Diary, I, 1776-08-06, 07 , and I, 1776-09-14 to 20. 
Diary, II, 1782-09-12 to 28. 
See above, especially Entry and Kitchen (1781). 
Simeon Perkins died 1812-05-09. 
The last Diary entry is dated 1812-04-13. 
Raddall, op. cit., the first entry which refers to the Perkins 

House is dated 1929-09-04. 
Photograph album donated to Q.C.H.S. by Mrs. Seth Bartling Snr. 
See footnote 11 above. 

Raddall, op. cit., p. 2, 1936 September. 

Raddall, op. cit., p. 2, 1936 October. 

By Hedley Doty, 1947-05-19. 
By B.L.Parker, 1947-03-10 and later, 
Conclusion reached after discussion with Thomas Raddall, the 

Raddall diary entries and the files of J.W.Reside and the 

Department of Government Services. 
Raddall, passim. 
Raddall, passim. 

Raddall, passim, and 1947-03-10. 
Raddall, passim., and footnotes 16 & 17 above. 

Raddall, p.5. 1947-03-10. 
Reside file has blueprint drawings together with corrections 

which are presumably by J.W.Reside 
The only known photographs are those at the P.A.N.S., which 

are limited in number to 15. 

At the time of writing. 
Reside file, passim., which includes a letter from Merrill 
Rawding, M.L.A., for Liverpool and Minister of Highways and 
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I • ~ , 
Conclusion, Footnotes, Contd. ) 

Public Works dated 1947-05-27, setting out the role that Reside l 
is to play in the restoration as well as commenting on his other , 
duties. ( 

28 

29 
30 

31 

32 

33 

Raddall, 1947-03-05. 
Deposited with the N.S.M. in 1982. 
Reside file, memo to M.D.Rawding from J.W.Reside, 1949-05-09, 

and Reside, passim. 
Reside file, memo to M.D.Rawding from J.W.Reside, 1949-04-26, 
• •••• Someone who knows more about houses of this period than 

we do.' 
As footnote 31, above. 

Raddall, 1949-05-10. 
34 Raddall, 1947-05-21 & 22. 

35 
36 

37 
38 

39 

40 

41 
42 
43 

44 

45 

46 

47 
48 

Reside file, 1949-05-09. 
Reside file, n.d. but in another form dated 1949-08-17 and 
referred to by Raddall 1949-08-11. 
Raddall, passim. 
Raddall, 1949-05-10. 
Reside file, in which there is mention of showing slides of 
the construction work both before and after, but being unable 
to because the 1after 1 ones were lost due to a camera mal­
function, leaving the question about where are the ~efore1 or 
1during 1 photographs? 
Comparing the B.L.Parker drawings to the subsequent state. 

Comparing the drawings of B.L.Parker ~lth Raddall 1949-05-31. 

Raddall, 1949-05-18. 
Author's observations. No specific requirement is made of 
Government personnel nor of building contractors carrying out 
their instructions to adequately document findings which will 
be lost to view through new work. 
For example, the clapboards on the front elevation immediately 
above the ground. 
Apart from references in the Diary, the author has witnessed 
shingling in 1978 and it was previously re-shingled in 1949. 
Author's observations. 
Reside file, Lecture eiven at Yarmouth before 1973-07-20. 

The Simeon Perkins Museum, now the Queen's County Museum 
was opened 1980-09-17. 
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Conclusion, Footnotes, Contd. 

49 B.L.Parker drawings. 
50 Diary, III, 1792-08-01, after the second extension had been 

built. 

51 See footnote 38, above. 

52 The Heritage Property Act, Statutes of Nova Scotia 1980, Chapter 

53 

8, An Act to Provide for the Identification, Preservation and 

Protection of Heritage Property. Nevertheless, this act only 

deals with the superficial and does not penetrate beyond the 

facade. The result may very well be a total destruction of the 

building whilst retaining the merest shell. At this point the 

integrity from an historical point of view is totally destroyed. 
Interiors are not included within the scope of the act. 

The problem does not lie with the normal building contract 
processes, but with the degree of experience. The author has 

witnessed considerable damage to the fabric of the house by each 

successive contractor carrying out his work in an acceptable 

way for works other than historically significant ones in 
which there is no sense of the special quality of the context. 
True conservation of an historic artifact which due to size 

must be left out all year in all weathers, is both complex and 

subtle in the details of maintenance. If history is not going 

to be eroded by the casual workman who is merely trying to do 

his job efficiently, much different techniques of control are 
going to have to be employed to stop the erosion of history and 

its replacement with new materials. 

54 It is significant that in Canada at the present time there is 
no complete programme in building conservation at any 

university school of architecture, although there are two 
conservation bodies in Ottawa. Buildings seem to fare poorly 

in comparison with furniture. 

55 The N.S.M. 

57 

58 

Memberships in historical societies, Heritage groups, evening 
courses, and the number of magazine articles and television 
and radio programmes are able to attest to more interest. 
Although there is considerable interest there is also a lack 
of commitment. The largest local newspaper never mentions 
architecture, except from the viewpoint of development. 

Observed in 1958. 
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Conclusion, Footnotes, Contd. 

59 
60 

61 

62 

Verbal communication from Alan North of Government Services. 

Fire alarm system added in 1982. 

Observations of the author having visited the spaces both 

before and after the work was carried out. 

Much of the work is invisible to the casual visitor, but to 

the professional researcher the change is alarming as he 

crawls through holes in the roof spaces and peers into 
closets. 
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The house in 1982. The b e nc h i n t he for eground detracts from the quiet 
grace and elegance of the old house . The relatively less distracting 
paving and steps r eplacing the wooden ones in 1982 are nevertheless 
questionable in the light of the Diary entry suggesting tha t there was 
a ' show garden ' here . Maybe this n e eds interpre ting . 
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The house in 1982 with the new Queen' s County Museum built 
bes i de it . The size and proximity of the l a t ter a r e an aggres i ve 
a nd unfortunate intrusion, diminishing the house . 
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EAVES MOULDINGS, North Front. 

Scale 1:5 
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Appendix A 

Sizes of the members used in the construction. 

All dimensions are given in mm. All sizes refer to 

used in the original house of 1767 unless otherwise 

Legend. 

(v) varies 

h height 

w width 

t thickness 

Sill 185 h X 240 w. 

Corner posts 180 x 130. 

150 x 180 in the extension of 1781. 
Longitudinal wall beams 200 h x 140 w. 

End girt 185 h x 160 w. 

, 
I 

i 
I 

\ 

members l stated. , 
! 

l , 
; 

1 
I 

1 
Floor joists, ground floor, approximately 150 diameter, tapering. 1 

and flattened on the top. 
1 50 h 1 00 w replacements in 1949. 

Floor joists, upper floor, 180 h X 165 w at 950 on centre. 1 
Rafters 170 x 1 70, tapering to 130 X 1 30 at the ridge. 

135 X 135 in the extension of 1781. 
, 

Collar beams 125 x 125. 

Diagonal corner post braces 68 w x 125 h, in the extension of 1781.1 

Wall sheathing 38 t x 330 w (v) although some are as much as 50 t. 
Roof sheathing 25 t x 150 w to 460 w (v). , 

Interor walling 25 t x up to 480 w (v) 

Flooring, sub, 25 t x 430 w (v) rough sawn on both sides, 

finish, 21 t x 375 w (v) planed on the top face only. 

Roof shingles 8 t x 120 w x 450 to 500 long, split with some 

shapina. Clapboard 110 h x 10 t tapering to 0 t, typically 
in pieces 1000 long with a tapered joint, nailed at about 
every 450. 
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All the windows illustrated retain considerable amounts of old glass. 

Keeping Room, possibly the original sash from 1767. 

6/9 8" x 10" panes. 

Kitchen Addition, possibly or!ginal: sash_from~.l792. 

4/4 7" x 9" panes. 

Kitchen Addition, possibly original sash from 1792. 

8/8 6" x 8" panes. 

Dormer window, possibly original sash from 1781. 

8/8 6" x 8" panes. 

East end Bedroom 3 window, possibly from 1781 or 
re-used from 1766. 

8/8 6" x 8" panes. 

SOME GLAZING BAR SECTIONS 

Scale full size 
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Entry 
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Keeping Room 
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1787 , 
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Kitchen Addition 
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Washroom 
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1949 , 
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Exterior 
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1767 ? 
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Entry ! , 
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DOOR FRAMES ! 
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Entry 

Parlour 

1767 

Closet 

r 
I r 

_01 

Bedroom l 

1767 (plaster added in 1777) 

clapboard 

1781 

Bedroom 2 

Bedroom 3 

Plaster added over the exterior wall. 
Do the clapboards still exist within? 
If not, why the double moulding? 

DOOR FRAMES 

Scale 1:2 



plaster 

Plan through Fireplace Surround 

plaster 

Section through Mantlepiece 

Plan through Window 
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APPENDIX B 

Glossary of Terms 

Various glossaries and dictionaries are available to cover the technical 
vocabulary and this short list of words cannot possibly duplicate that sort of 
reference. What the list is intended to do is provide a quick source of 
information on the most common terms used in the text, so as to save time for 
the casual reader. For a deeper understanding there is no substitute for a 
more complete reference work. 

Beam 

Boarding 

Brick 

Chair rail 

Clapboard 

Collar beam 

Doors 

Dormer window 

Eave 

horizontal continuous members spanning between 
posts and supporting upper floor joists and 
rafters. 

internal wall finish of vertical or sometimes 
horizontal boarding, usually with a lapped joint to 
create privacy and allow for shrinkage of the wood. 

Bricks are made from burned clay, and were 
therefore imported to Liverpool, from elsewhere in 
NS or from the UK or US. 

an applied strip of wood, usually moulded, attached 
to walls about 800mm above the floor level to 
protect the plaster wall from denting by chair 
backs. Early plaster was softer than modern 
plaster, and more susceptible to damage. 

long (1 metre), narrow pieces of wood which are 
wedge shaped in section, laid on the wall sheathing 
to overlap the pieces below, with the thin edge to 
the top, nailed through the lower edge which gives 
a natural rain-shedding outer surface to a wall. 

a secondary horizontal framing member of a roof 
system providing support to the rafter and often 
forming a ceiling support. 

external doors comprise frame, door and often a 
window. 

a window inserted in a roof slope, which then 
requires a small roof of its own. It is often a 
miniature of the main roof. 

the overhang at the top of the wall and bottom edge 
of the roof. 
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Flashing 

Framing 

Gable or gabled roof 

Girt 

Hip or hipped roof 

Joist 

Knee wall 

Lath 

Lobby, vestibule 

Mop board 

Mortar 

Open or cut string 

Paint 

Plan 
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2 

originally mortar, which did not last, and later 
metal eg. lead, which could be tucked into a joint 
in brickwork to protect the junction between eg, 
roof and chimney. The technology is complex to 
permit movement between the parts whilst 
maintaining protection. Usually achieved by open 
drainable overlaps. 

heavy timber members which jointed together, form 
the main structural skeleton of the house. 

where the end wall continues vertically to the 
ridge in the shape of a triangle - sometimes in the 
same plane as the wall, sometimes projecting 
beyond. 

an end beam in a frame at the level of the 
intermediate floors. 

where the roof slope is returned at the end of the 
roof, eliminating a gable. 

flooring members spanning between sills or beams or 
supported on walls which support. 

the low wall formed between the floor and sloping 
rafters, often providing storage space, but 
intended to reduce finished floor area without 
useful headroom. 

thin, rough, pieces of wood - sometimes split 
saplings - but also split from logs or sawn -
7 x 27mm used as a key for plaster. 

a second door is used to create an airlock at a 
perimeter foor, so that if one door is always kept 
closed draughts are reduced. 

base trim. 

a cementitious material to bind stones or bricks 
together. Before Portland cement, lime was used 
and before that, clay. 

having the tread overhang the string at each 
course, obviously not against a wall. 

a decorative finish applied over wood and metal. A 
protective layer in emulsion form which when dry 
becomes a homogenous skin. 

the horizontal extent of a building, which, when 
drawn to a scale shows the layout of the rooms and 
orientation as well as shape. 
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r Plan shape 

r 
r Plaster 

r Pointing 

r Post 

r Purl in 

r 
r Rafter 

r Roof 

r Ridge 

r Sheathing 

Shingles 

r 
r Sill 

r Soffit 

Stairs · 

r 
r Stone 

r 

3 

plans may start off being complex and can also be·-­
extended and added to. Typically, houses like 
Perkins house are added to with similar forms, 
sometimes as a simple extension or to form a T or 
L. 

processed gypsum mixed with sand and laid on the 
interior of a room to provide a continuous sanitary 
surface. 

a mortar finish in the joints which is more 
resistant to weather than the general mortar. It 
can be replaced. 

the vertical members at corners and intermediate 
locations to support beams and construction 
overhead. 

a roof member spanning horizontally between 
rafters, parallel to the eaves, which might be used 
to support the rafters or in Perkins House to 
support the roof sheathing in a similar way to 
heavy battens used to suport thatch. 

the main sloped framing members of a roof spanning 
between eave and ridge. 

the cover to a building, which may vary in shape 
but never in purpose, which is protection from the 
elements. 

the top edge of the roof. 

boarding applied to the frame to enclose it, both 
on wall and roof. 

short (400mm) pieces of wood tapered in length, and 
laid with the grain vertical and thick end down, to 
shed water off a wall or roof surface. 

the bottom member of a frame - resting on a stone 
wall foundation. 

the undersides of an overhang, usually a roof or 
porch. 

vertical steps including support and handrail, and 
may be of several different forms, including 
straight and bent. 

stone walls in Perkins House used natural boulders 
found on site or close by, rather than quarried 
stone, which were carefully laid without mortar. 

327 



Stoop 

Storey 

String 

Trimmer 

Valley gutter 

Wainscot 

Wall 

Wallpaper 

Whitewash 

Winders 

Windows 

4 

from the Dutch "stoep", a porch - possibly covered 
but always with open sides. In New Jersey fitted 
with benches. 

the vertical dimension of one room height. A half 
storey implies a half plan rather than a room for 
dwarfs. 

the main bearers for the stair treads. 

a short joist into which other shortened joists are 
joined to provide support at stair openings, 
hearths and chimneys. 

a gutter formed between adjacent roof slopes, which 
like any true valley can flood if the outlet is 
blocked or dammaged. 

applied wood - often in pine planing in N. America 
- laid horizontally or vertically according to 
extent or fashion and having a simple moulding at a 
lap joint. It may reach from floor to ceiling, or 
as low as floor to chair rail. 

the ends of the treads are housed into the string 
which is attached to the wall. 

a decorative finish applied over wood board or 
plaster walls. 

a decorative finish applied over wood or plaster. 

wedge shaped stairs at a bend in the staircase. 

frame, sash and glass which provides light and 
often ventilation. 
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All the drawings used are by the author and all sources are included in the 
captions with the exception of those on pages 79 and 90 which were traced from 
the Topographical Survey from the N.S. Department of Lands and Forests. 

Photographs fall into three groups, prints, photographs of prints and other 
illustrative materials by the author, and photographs by the author: 
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Nova Scotia Museum 

page 9 N 10,195 
10 N 10,200 
15 N 10,192 
18 N 8,246 
23 N 8,244 
24 N 8,180 
29 N 10,916 
30 Ace. No. 
33 N 10,191 
47 

60 

Photograph by Gilbert Kempton, 1899. 
II II 

Photograph by N.D. Hammett, 1897. 
Watercolour by J.E. Woolford, 1817. 

II II 

II II 

Photograph c1900. 
75.120.50, detail from a photograph by Gilbert Kempton. 
Photograph, possibly by Gilbert Kempton, c 1898. 
From a photograph on loan to the Queen's County Historical 
Society Museum. 

II 

Public Archives of Nova Scotia 

Photographs by Hedley Doty for the N.S. Communication and Information Centre, 
all taken in 1947, 

Page 17,N 1260; p 124, N 1275; p 129, N 1261; p 157, N 1264; p 191. N 1263; 
p 208, N 1268; p 257, N 1271, p 270, N 1270. 

The New Haven Colony Historical Society 

Photographs by the Rev. Hollis A. Campbell in 1895, pages 98 and 99. 

National Air Photo Library, Energy Mines and Resources Canada, 

page 38, K.A. 10.10. taken on 26 September 1923. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY THE AUTHOR OF PRINTS AND OTHER MATERIALS 

Queen's County Historical Society Museum 

Copies of photographs on loan to the Museum, 

Pages 2, 6, 13, 14, 16, 61, 69. 

Various sources 

Page 21 from a dyeline print from the N.S. Department of Lands and Forests. 
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Various sources, continued 

Page 22, 
34, 

39 

40 
41 
52 
53 

75 
76 
86 
91 

103 

107 

from original copy in the house. 
from Anthony Lockwood, A brief description of Nova Scotia with plates 
of the Principal Harbours, London, 1818. from a copy in the N.S. 
Legislative Library. 
from an original watercolour in the collection of the Society for the 
Preservation of Historic Landmarks, York, Maine. 
from a photograph in the Public Archives of Nova Scotia. 
from an original letter in the PANS. 
from the original Diary in the Royal Bank, Liverpool. 
from an original watercolour in the collection of the Society for the 
Preservation of Historic Landmarks, York, Maine. 
From an original oil painting in the Norwich Academy, Norwich, CT. 
from an original copy in the Registry of Deeds, Queen's County, Liverpool. 
from a photograph in the PANS. 
detail from a vertical aerial photograph from the Maritime Provinces 
Resource Management, Amherst, N.S. 
from an original watercolour by Edwin Whitefield in the collection of 
the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, Boston, MA. 

" 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY THE AUTHOR 

Pages 1, 
163, 
200, 
247, 
279, 

5, 25, 44, 45, 46, 
164, 169, 170, 173, 
203, 204, 207, 210, 
248, 249, 250, 253, 
282, 283, 284, 287, 

62, 63, 92, 95, 110, 120, 130, 153, 158, 162, 
174, 180, 181, 182, 183, 187, 192, 193, 197, 
216, 217, 223, 226, 234, 235, 238, 239, 246, 
258, 259, 260, 265, 269, 271, 272, 275, 276, 
291, 292, 293, 294, 299, 300, 317, 318. 
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