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1. Introduction

The Robertson Building is a large wood and brick structure that houses the
offices and several exhibits of the kitime Museum of the Atlantic at 1675
Lower Water Street in Halifax. The structure represents two sepatatildings
that were combined around880by infilling a broad alleyway between them.
The ship chandlergnd hardware stor¢hat once operated here has since been
recreated as a museum exhibinéthe rear or warehouse section now exists as
office and exhibit spac&his report details the results of a thorough
archaeological building survegnducted in 2011 and 2012oupled with a

series of scaled drawings and with previous archival resesgatell a012
dendroarchaeology testingrhe results of the project provide insight into the
0dzA f RAy3aQa KAAaU2NR | YR A GoastrstdRtd dzi A2y 2 OSNI (A
modern day use
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2. Methodology

Detailed archival recordsf the RobertsorBuilding werepreviously assembled

by talented researchers in the 1970s and 198@sulting in several reports on

file at the museunthat were frequently consulted during the course of this
research The keyhistoricalinformation related to the structuréself has been
presented belown an effort to aid interpretation. Limited supplementary
research was conducted, but due to the thoroughness of the previous,work
very little new information was uncovered in written forietails not directly
pertinent2 G KS o60dzAf RAy3IQa KA&AUG2NER KIFI@S y2i 0SSy
1980 report on the building and its associated people has been relied upon
heavily for this historical summary, and can be consulted on file at the museum
for excellent bginess and biogghical details.

A thorough building survey and interpretation has been conducted, detailed in
this report and supported by a series of scaled drawnmegsoduced as an
appendix to this repottThe survey consisted of a detailed photographic record
along with field notes and measuremenggoducedusing aLeicaDisto laser
distance measurdvleasurements were taken in Imperiahitsrather than

N

YSGNROZ Fa FSSU FYyR AYyOKS&a ¢gSNB (KS dzyada 27

construction.Scaled drawings of each flobave been produced, and a
reconstruction of thehistoricground floor has also beasreated Unfortunately,

both archival information and structural details did not yield enough evidence to
createaccuratehistoricreconstructions of the upper floors, dlugh some
speculation on layout and function is provided below. All drawings have been
compiled by hand for the dual purpose of providing details on building materials
and as a means of conducting detailed analysis of the structure as the drawings
came togther.

Additional information was provided ftephen Archibaldvho was heavily
involved in converting the building to a museuamd byDan Conlin, who made
notes and took photographs during a major renovation in 2010 carried out to
strengthen the floorof the library on the third and fourth floors of the front
portion of the building. During this tim@nd again in 2012endrochronology
testingwas carried outn the building
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3. Historical Background

The exact origins of the RobertsondzA f RAy 3 Q& FNRBYy (U LRNIA2Y>X 6KAO
portion of this structure, are not known. Dendrochronology indicates that the

building was constructed around 1828, dzii (G KS o6dzAf RAy3Qa SEI Ol dza$§
clearly known until seventeen years later.

There are smehintsl 6 2 dzii (i K SprevicusidzOas paiviBed by

documentaryrecords, oral history, and the building itself. In a 1980 interview,

H.B. Robertson noted that fireplaces used to be found up through all floors of

the front building on its south walgnd that he suspected there had been living

quarters on the upper floorsln addition, an 1899 article on the building notes,

aLG A&a alAR GKFG A0 sra dzaSR Fa | at2NBK2dzaS
FAGGSR AG dzLd I a | ®likslentidely dossiBle tRahitliebedvioA 3 KY Sy (i @ ¢
uses were combined: grain storage on the lower levels and domestic space on

the uppers. Gher local buildings, includingitchell Houseon the opposite side

of Lower Water Streetyere at least partiallyesidential space in their earliest

years.

In 1845, Edward Albro and his partner Joseph Weir purchased from Andrew

Mitchell Uniacke a wooden store on Lower Water Street at the head of

a A i OK S 4Tkei inténkoin W3E tb use it as the site for a nesanch of

GKSANI SEA&AGAY I KINRGINBE o0daAAYySwestd ¢KS odzA f RA
' YR pyé¢ muRédziyK2aNII K/ 2 LISY | NBF 0SKAYR GKS &aK2L) Y
and was the same nortkouth length as the building. Includedthin this area

gl a I|-syiged ghéc

The following year, Albro and Weir acquired the warehouse property that lay

behind their shop and bordered the open area of land. The warehouse lot was

TNOMEs SSilGa (108 mMZQZIK oy ANKIBK 0 dzZA f RAYBAtA GaSEF 61 a 1
this time,the warehouse was likely constructed out of wood.

1 Robichaud, Young and Laroque 2011.

2Robertson 1980:3.

3 Maritime Merchant and Commercial Review 1899:20.

4 Mugridge 1980:3.

5Mugridge 1980:4.

6 Survey of Charles W. Fairbanks, 20 August 1846, cited in Mugridge 1980:4.
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Sometime prior to 1878&Jocumentary records indicate tha&tibro replaced the

wooden warehouse with the current building, which would become known as

Gl foNRPQa . NARO]l { 02NBX érretdtydrstofefousé 6taa Ayaidl yoOS
warehouse rather than a shopThe Brick Store was soon stocked full with a

wide variety of wares, including cordage, naval stores, cables, chains, anchors,

and tools for a wide variety of tradés.

Stephen Archibald has sugges that therear building postdates 1861, as the

brick constructiongranite cornice, and iron window shutters all match the

Halifax fire code that was enacted in this yddre district surrounding the

w20SNIia2y .dzAf RAY3 gl aNKEODAREASHNE OB (VRO NB
the fire codecompliant buildings erected along the waterfroht

Dendrochronology testing completed in 2012 is consistent with a construction

date of 1862 or 1863

Ly !LINRE 2F myty>Z ! foNR ywSaa SNBRENIISR Hi 20 FKNAS)
offactors YR ! t oNRP Q& . NAO] {i2NB gl a NBGFAYSR o8&
was acquired for sale and auction by the firm Shad, Ferguson andf Chey.

official partnership between Albro and Weir had been dissolved four years pri

RdzS G2 2SANR& LR2N KSIfiKoD

NG KS &l YS &SI N 2 FTHopkiksSAtlas dizBldlifgxSiodsyenf | A £ dzNB

Of SEIN¥ e (GKS RAFTFSNBYyOS ovddenbddfare t 6 N2 Qa . NA O
shop built against Water Street (Figurd B G. P. Mitchell is cldgrseen to

occupy notonly the wharf and warehousése the east, but also the brick

building to the westwhich is now theegistered heritage property known as

Mitchell House.

In the fall of 1878 William Robertson purchased the wooden frame building

GFRINI 8 200dzLIASR 08 9RGFNR !'fO0ONR 3 [/ 2d¢ gKAOK
moving his business from Upper Water Street to this new location on Lower

Water and opening for business by April of 1878.has been speculated that

Robertson rented out the southern part of the shop to another business during

his early years on Water Stre¥t.

7Mugridge 1980:4 and Archibald ¢.1979:2.
8 White 1876, cited in Mugridge 1980:5.

9 Archibald ¢.1979:2.

10 Maillet et al. 2012:9.

11 Archibald ¢.1979:1 and Mugridge 1980:6.
12 Mugridge 1980:5.

13 Mugridge 1980:12.

14 Archibald ¢.1979:1.
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Figure 31 ¢ Detail of HopkinAtlas from 1878, showing the Robertson Building

60fdzSv G GKS KSIR 2F aAlOKStftQa 2KIEINFo |, St
construction, while pink indicates brick or stolmage courtesy Library and

Archives Canada.

The precise date of the bricking of the alleyway between the wooden store

and the brick warehouse is unknown. Kathy Mugridge cleverly speculates that it

took place in 1880, after Robertson signed an agreement placing his rear or

eastern property boundary in the middle of the western brick whthe

warehouse. In drawing this line, Robertson likely gained over four feet on his

rear property boundaryextendingF NB Y (G KS 2aNAGRA yUIKS vipGp €3 | LI
GKIG SEAaGa G2RFéd 1442 Ay myynI w20SNlIaz2yQa
I R R A (ald2oyar architect, a builder, a painter and glazier, and a m&son.

¢tKS SELISyasSa faz2 AyOtdzRS | 1MineYSyid F2N dal y
addition to the infilling, it is possible that new interior fireplaces were added.

There is currently no marbie the buildingasboth remaining fireplace mantles

on the third floorare rough historidrick. However, marble fireplace mantles

seem to be an excessive expense for a hardware store office, even if they were

removed before the midwentieth century. Therefore, this speculation is

presented as very tentative at best.

YI f f
LINR @

Attheendof 1887, Rob&li a2y y23GSa | NBf I GAQDSt @ J
I RRAGA2YE GgAGK y2 FRRAGAZ2YIFE RSOFAT
was to modify the wooden store from a threand-a-half storey building to a
four-storey building by flattening the rodf.The outline of a sloped roof was

present in the stone southern wall of the building during the late 1970s.

D¢ ay
> o)
A<

Thefirst available fire insurance plan for the city of Halifax is dated to 1889
(Figure3-2). It shows the Robertson Store and the infill pantes 4 storeys tall

BadZANARIS mpynYmdhd 2SANI Aa tAaAGSR a alby AyalyS LISNaR2Y.
was specifically declining mental health that leadtie Albro & Weir partnership dissolving. Weir

had two guardians at this point in his life, John Smith and William E. Weir.

16 Mugridge 1980:19.

17 Mugridge 1980:23.

18 As observed and photographed by Stephen Archibald.
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with a flat patent roof(reflecting the possible 1887 renovationhe

warehouse, meanwhile, is a 3 %2 storey building with a sloped roof of shingle,
tile, or metal. A saloon closely borders the store on the south side, along with a
complex of warehouses on the south and east sides of the building.
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Figure 32 ¢ The Robertson Building in 188N ote the number of floors to each
structure (blue), and the neighbouring saloon (gre&hg infill portion also
features a glass roof at isouthern end. North is to the right.

LY Myydp> w20SNIA2Y LIH2NOKFASR TtTkmMuiliKa 2F ! 0N
while George Mitchell & Sons (Archibald and James Mitchell) purchased the

remaining 5/12ths. The following year, the second and third floors of the brick

warehouse were leased ®BurrelkJohnston, an iron foundry based in

19F|PCH 1889: Sheet 6.
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Yarmouth?® A sketch plan attached to BurraN2 Ky a 12y Qa € SI &$s
the middle of the building allowing goods to be lifted to the third floor (Figure 3
3), along with the 5/12ths partition and two othenidentified and otherwise

dzy NEFSNBYOSR AYUGSNYyIlf LINIGAGAZ2YEaDP ¢KSNB 41 a
AGFANBLFe fSIFRAY3I FTNRBY (KS 6SAGSNKRIA R22NI 2FF G
$622RSY LINIOAGAZY RAGARAY3I w20SNIaz2yQa

aKzga | F

FyR aAh:
warehouse was put up sometime after 1889, probably by 1905. Although both
LI NIASa aA3daySR Iy F3INBSYSyd (2 o0dzAifR | 0NRXOJ
this never seems to have come to fruitiéh.
M itchells W/u‘/' y'I
. ;{
": 2 L
g g 1T (
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: | l
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47/r2f// «_gtn - Bogdgf e . LA
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T 20fl 20/ S50 1# 55/ A s
Figure 33 ¢ A sketch plan showing the location oéthoist in 19053
Acircal893 plan of sewer outlets in Halifax shows that the space between
w20SNIiaz2yQa aiG2NB YR 'ftoNRPQa ONRO|l ait2NB 41

20 Archibald ¢.199:2 and Mugridge 1980:13.
21 Mugridge 1980:13, 28.

22 Archibald ¢.1979:3.

23 Dalhousie University Archives 1905.
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FfftSegled LYyadSIRY (GKS aLl OS 2y GKS LINBLISNI &
with one unidentified building and two highlighted privies. The city sewer outlet

at this time appears to have terminated near the privies, and an extension into

the harbour was proposed (Figured3.

PLAN o0 PROPOSED EXTENSION or SEWER O

MITCHELY's WA

AR LLL LA

Figure 33 ¢ A plan (top) and detail (bottonshowing a proposed sewer

SEGSyarzy ONBR R20GGSR tAySao [fZy3a GKS y2NIK
b2iS GKS (G662 LINAGASAE YR dzyARSYGAFASR o0dzAf RA:
0aK2dzaSazé tSTGO YR w20SNIaz2yQa | I NRglNB o0a

Between 1895 and 1899, a window was into the stone of the southern wall

of the storeon the ground floor, where the business offices were locafidus
allowed William Robertson and his son William Gordon Robertson a view of the
neighbouring anigor yard, which had previously been a tstorey saloorf?

24 Halifax MunicipalArchives ¢.1893.
25 Mugridge 1980:26.
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w20SNIia2yQa | I NRégFINBE 2FFAOALITEEE 06SOFYS (y26y

after thetwo men drew up an agreement in January of 1895.

Assuming that it was not omitted in the 1889 insurance planoist was added
inside the frontof the shop sometime between 188nd B95, allowing for

easier access to goods stored on the second through fourth floors above the
public area of the storefronfThe hoist is shown on the 1895 fire insurance plans

forthS OAGe>X gKAOK Ffaz2z y2iSa GKIFIG GKS g1 NBK2dz

truncated to create a-3torey structure with a patent roof (Figu&e5). Fire
damage appears to have erased this hoist from the building today.

On August 18, 1898, a letter from thdlova Scotia Board of Fire Underwriters

F LILINE OSR 2Af ALY w20SNI a2y “YDiRistgn2 y Qa a2 NB
indicates that this earliest phase of wiring was exposed along the walls, and that

the lights were stationary fixtures on the ceiliffg.

On July 221899, a building permit application was made to install a brick front
onto the Robertson Store, as well as to brick in the wooden northern wall of the
store. The work appears to have been completed that summer ané®fai.

1899 illustrationin the Maritime Merchant and Commercial Revishows the
building much as it appears today, with one very notable exception: a sloped
roof adds an additional ha#ftorey above the third floor of the brick warehouse
(Figure 36). Fire insurance plans indteathe sloped roof had been removed at
least four years prior (Figure® but conversely, dendrochronology suggests

the slight pitch of the patent roof was created around 1992.

26 Mugridge 1980:15.

27Nova Scotia Board of Fire Underwriters 1898.
28 Mugridge 1980:35.

29 Mudgridge 1980:2&7.

30 Maillet et al. 2012:6.
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Figure 35 ¢ The Robertson Store in 1899\otable changes over the previous

six years include a hoist at the rear of the shop (red), the removal of the sloped
roof from the warehouse (blue; the building is now 3 floors rather than 3 %), the
demolition of the saloon (yellow), and the additon @Gt ® a A i OKSf f
clad molasses warehouse (green).

3LFIPCH 1895: Sheet 6.
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2y FNRY ! dAdzal 2F mMydpdp akKz
I LIISEN 6KSYy NBY2RSt SRd¢

Because this 1899 illustration is a conceptual drawing, it seems mdgtthiled
the roof had been flattened already, as shown in the fire insurance plans, but
was not shedding water efficiently. Perhaps there wietentionsin 1899 to
reinstate the sloped roof, but instead a slight pitch was added around 1902
using the beamstill found along the ceiling of the third floor.

The articleassociated with this 1899 illustratiqarovides insight into the
0dzAf RSNRA YSOK2Ray

While the work is in progress, the firm is still doing business at the old
stand, for instead of moving iattemporary quarters until a new
building could be erected on the site of the old, they preferred to
remain in the old building and have the new one practically built up
about it. The way in which the work is done, is very simple. While the
floors which itsupports are propped up securely, one wall is torn down
and a brick one put in its place. When this work is satisfactorily finished
another wall is tackled in the same way until all the walls that used to
be wood are brick. The floors and all the joistporting them will be

the same in the new building that served the purpose in the 8ld.

There are at least three different illustrations of the building from letterheads
and receipts dated between 1891 and 1906, with an additional 1973 receipt
with what appears to be a periatustration as well (Figure-3). All of these
images have at lest one major flaw, including triangular pediments over the
brick warehouse loading doors, incorrectly placed or missing chimneys, and
most notably, all show the building at a consistent four storeys in height from

32 Unknown 1899:20.
33Unknown 1899:20.
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front to back. One even appears to shove tbntire building in stone blocks.
None show a sloped roof over the brick warehouse.

[EAD MITCHELLS WHARF
205 & 207 LOWER WATER ST

HEAD MITCHELLS WHARF
205 % 207 LOWER WATER ST,

€.1906

€.1973 (Historical reise?)

Figure 37 ¢ Four historic images of the Robertson Building, all appearing to be
at least slightly inaccuraté The top right and top left are likely two different
print runs of the same illustration.

November of 1904 saw Robertson signing a lease for the second and third floor
rear portions of thebrick warehouse, which was thenvnedby the Mitchells.

By 1895 the Mitchells had constructed their own twsiorey ironiclad

warehousefor storing molassesnmediately adjacent to the eastern wall of the
F2NXSNJ ! £ 0 NERrback thilg@q 35) £ Niiihell portion of
lfoNRPQa . NRO]l {U2NB ¢la | faz-8dzaSR G2

34 Dalhousie University Archives 1891, 1892, ¢.1903, 1906, 1973.
35Mugridge 1980:15.
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Figure 38 ¢ The Robertson Building in 1914, showing the Mitchel portion of the
g1 NBEK2dzaS RAGARSR FNBY GKS NBaUSSES UK
21 {9¢ B¥BofdsSS0 D

By January 1917, William Robertson had acquired the entire Brick Store from

George P. MitchelMitchell continued to rent the ground floor of his old
5/12ths space for an additional two yeats.

William Robertson died on April 80919, after which the Robertson Building
came into the hands of his son and business partner William Gordon

36 FIPCH 1914: Sheet 6.
37 Mugridge 1980:15.
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F oy2il

Robertsor®®2 A f f Al YQa RSIFIGK YIFINJ SR G4KS SyR 2 I
aSOSNIt R

0dZAf RAYy3IQa aidNHzOGdzNB F2N GKS ySE

(p) o

During the depression oktS Mpon Qadx GKS KIFNRgFNB aG2NB 41 &
overstocked with copper and galvanized nails. In an effort to be thrifty, the extra

nails were usedtor@ KAy 3f S GKS ad2NBQa NR2Fod ¢KS O2LJIST
soon electrolyzed the building, and the follmg day the doors to the building

could not be opened. The galvanized nails were eventually removed and the

building was reshingled agaif®

Ahistoricphotographshows that adistinctbracketed wooden cornice was in
place at the top of the shop portiorf ¢he building onWater Streetoy 1934
(Figure 39). Sometime after this it was replaced with several extra courses of
brick, presumably after the two damaging firesthe 194G.4°

Figure 39 ¢ The Robertson Building in 1983\ ote that the three southern
windows all appear to be taken up by offices rather than display space (blue).
Note also a secondary chimney on the north wall (red).

w20SNIlazyQa KINRgINBE ait2NB atg¢g @OSNE tAGGES O
organization untibduring andafter the Second World War, when two damaging

fires in the building saw the need to renovate the building itself as well as

making changes to the compafiThe first major fire took place on the night of

April 30", 1943 affecting the front porton of the building facing Lower Water

38 Mugridge 1980:16.

39Black Books ¢.1982.

40 Archibald ¢.1979:3 and Mugridge 1980:29.
41 Maritime Museum of the Atlantic c.1934
42Mugridge 1980:2.
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Street(Figure 310). The damage appears to have been chiefly to the retail and
office space, suggesting that the fire was mostly limited to the grand
secondfloors.

Figure 310¢ The 1943 fire roars throughe ship chandlery and hardware
store’ Note the presence of fire shutters on the north wall, where fire erupts
from the ground and second floor windows but not the third or fourth floor. The
front fagade isaffected on all floors. The secondary chimimethe north walis

still present at this time (red).

The infill and warehouse portions do not &gy to have been significantly

affected by the fire Repairs to the brickwork on the west wall (the fagcade facing

the street) were made in the fall of tie YS &SI NX» Ly FRRAGAZ2YI | a4y
aKIF Fh¢ ¢ PMauggesting dhat this BaRKEd the addition of the freight

elevator that once stood inside the northwest corner of the brick warehouse. It

was not present during the 1943 fire (Figur&@, but & included in the 1951

fire insurance plans for the city (FigurelB). Before the freight elevator was

added, pulleys had been used to haul goods between fltors.

43Nova Scotia Archives 1943.
44Mugdrige 1980:29.
45 Unknown n.d. and Robertson 1980:3.
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Figure 311 ¢ The Robertson Building in 1951, showing the new freight elevator
(blue)?¢ Note that nohoist isindicatedat the rear of the storas in previous
plans

A second fire occurred on Jun&, 3945, thought to have been caused by

overheated steam pipes just like the 1943 fire. Robertson had been heating the

store using steamchanfieSR FNB Y (KS vy $INdltbeéfirel 3 a { YAOIKQA& T
resulted in significant modifications to the exterior of the building.

4FIPCH 1950. L3 Q& CLt a HithkBry womkdiihwhidhicEbyright SRixsBtaunder section 3 of@opyright

Acw ¢KS yFYSR [ dziK2NBA 6SNB SyYLf 28385848 2F ¢KS ! yRSNBNAGSNAQ { dNBSe& . daNB I ¢
13(3) of theCopyright A ¢ KS | Y RS NI NA (i §idNgieq thd cdpydgls & theseNBS latdze Gadadian Intellectual

Property Office{ A y OS hLIill A& (KS &adz00Saaz2Nl O2YLIlh ye (2 GKS | yRSNBINRGSNEQ { dzNBSe
Under theCopyright AgtOpta therefore enjoys the sole righd produce, reproduce, sell, offer for sale or distribute its FIPs.

47 Mugridge 1980:29.
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Following the first fire, the interior of the building came to resemble the
museum reconstruction that we see today. Display methodhkitting shelves

and counters were modified, but only insofar as the addition of better materials.
A relocation of much of the office space from the ground floor to the second
floor resulted in increased retail space. The walls and ceiling were finishied wit
Douglas fir, and as of 1980 the beams of the shop had never been exposed
within living memory. The hatchways above the shop floor do not appear to
have been exposed during this period; Mugridge speculates that they date to
9RGI NR ! f 6 N2 Q& démagé & ik tppet Ibors{ oStiie Hron
portion was also repairet’.! y ANRBY 3IFGS 461 a FAGGSR | ONRaa (K
during closing hour®

Prior to the 19486 fires in the store, the ground floor of the Robertson Store

portion of the building hadncluded three offices as well as the adjacent shop

space. The main office was occupied by William Robertson (prior to his death in

1919) andby his son William Gordon Robertson. This office was found along the

southern wall of the building, encompassing ttwo groundfloor fireplaces and

(after 1899 the window opening onto an adjacent anchor yard. Walls and

ceiling were covered in daistained fir, and the eastern wall included wooden

OdzLlo 21 NRa @gAGK | aAyl FYR I YANNEBNI aAYAf I NI Q:
shipboard quarters®

In the southwestcorndd 2 F (G KS o0dzAft RAYy3 gt a GKS 2FFAOS 27
accountant, Col. Henry J. Stech, as early as 1912 and probably earlier. His office

occupied the two windows south of the brick pillar in finent fagcade. A

0221 1SS LIabkistant RreSldiekSaAltinan)dione or two stenographers

also occupied this space. By the early twentieth century this office was heated

by a small stove just inside the dodlrsuggesting that a stovepipe fed over to

one of the two south wall chimneys.

A third office, taking up thehird window from the soutkwest corner of the

building, was occupied by Mr. Weir and Mr. Crowell, who completed costing,

pricing, and invoicing. Their glass office was located outside the main office and

was much less privat®.One wall was formed by theuter glass of the west

gl ft 2F GKS o0dZAf RAY3IsS + aSO2yR gttt o0& /2t
were wood and glass partitions dividing the office from the retail sfop.

At the rear of the store portion of the building, kerosene oil, raw aillea oil

and turpentine could be accessed by means of pumps from barrels stored in the
basement. The north wall in this area included a small shipping office, which

was heated with a very small stove and had a window overloakiigk S | £ f S& > ¢
presumably neaning the alley between the Robertson Building and another

48 Mugridge 1980:333, 35.

49Mugridge 1980:51.

50 Mugridge 1980:37, Robertson 1980:2.
51 Mugridge 1980:338.

52 Robertson 1980:3 and Kline ¢.1980.
53 Mugridge 1980:38.

Pagel7



building to the north. This shipping office had easy access to the freight door,
which was the main opening at the northern end of the infilled alleyway. The
door did not fold as modern garage dsado, but instead could be pushed
straight up to the second floor. An iron rack for the storage of iron, steel, and
brass was also found here, as was a large stale.

The second flooof the front shopincluded the hardware room where nails,

boat nailsscrews, and similar materials were stor@dlso found on this floor

(prior to the relocation of the ground floor offices after the 1943 fire) was a
packing room and a cutlery room, as well as storage of cotton oil clothes. The oll
clothes had to be checkieregularly in hot weather by the workers for fear of
spontaneous combustiotf. The packing room was heated with a stove attached
to one ofthe fireplaces at the south wall of the building.

At one point the fourth floor provided storage for large quastitiof canned
lobsters, and was also regularly used for storing fishing, metslatively light
material suitable for storage on an upper flo&kylights in the ceiling of this
floor allowed the workers easy access to the roof in order to take scenic
photographs®8

The ground floor of theear brick warehouse was used for the storage of the
heaviest goods, except for chain, which was stored on the ground floor in the
infill buildingor former alleyway Canvas and rope were also on the warehouse
ground flaor, towards the back (either the east or the south) of the building.
Axes and similar implements were kept on the second ftéor.

By the 197, the storewasdeteriorating. The ground floor could be seen
through holes in the floor of the second storey, ardall pieces of tin or other
metal were being used to fill the larger holes. Wharf rats had begun to run
rampant in the building, and no cleaners were being hired to keep the shop
looking its best? William Robertson and Son Limited officially went out of
business in 1976, and in the same year the property was purchased by the
Halifax Waterfront Development Corporation and the Provincial Government of
Nova Scotia as a prospective site for the new Maritime Museum of the
Atlantic5!

Most of the late 1970s ahearly 1988 renovations are obvious in the building

as it appears today. What could not be observed was that a new foundation was
necessary to support theew brick fagade over the south wall. The facade was
necessary due to thhkistoricalironstoneof the original wallwhich leaked water

54 Mugridge 1980:39 and Robertson 1980:2.
55 Mugridge 1980:34.

56 Mugridge 1980:3911.

57Kline ¢.1980.

58 Mugridge 1980:3910.

59 Mugridge 1980:40.

60Black Books ¢.1982.

62 Unknown n.d.
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and could not be sealed efficiently. Excavations for the foundation went down
very deep, eventually coming to old wharf timbers from sometime prior to the
infilling of this area of thélalifaxshoreline®?

62 Jannasch, Archibald and Richard 1993:14.
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4. BuildingSurvey

4.1 Basement

The basement of the Robertson Building is a partial basement, found only below

GKS FTNRBYG 2N w20SNIiazyQa {G2NB aSOGA2yd ¢KS

rear portion is unsurprisin@s much of ihas been built on top oflfibeyond the
original shorelineThe existing basement is in fact subject to extremely high
tides, particularly in the spring, when water seeps up throughntiuel floor

(Plate 1 High water marks are visible on the stone walls, up to approximately
a foa and a half (45cm) from the rough flo@Plate 2) A midtwentieth century

oil spill appears to have made these marks even stronger.

The walls of this level and therefore the foundation of the building are rough
slabs of ironstone in random or rubble gsing. Ironstone is a form of slate that
was commonly used in Halifax construction until health concbetame

known in relation tats high arsenic content. The stone is mortared but bears no
distinct sign of its age in any stylistic elements. Salt aimral deposits are
present, resulting from almost two centuries of tides and dampness.

Brick has also been used to form quoins or cornerstones wherever the stone

comes to a 90° angle (Plate @)common practice in many historic Halifax

basements to maka neater edgeThe brick is relatively firgrained but is of

mixed firing quality, with some brislkcrumbling and degrading. Dating of brick is
RAFTFAOMZ G Ay Db2@F {O020AlF 6KSNB YI {SNRa
suggests they are nineteenth cemyubricks.

63 Dan Conlin, personal communication May 2011.
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Platel ¢ Tidewater seeping into the basement, approximately 20 minutes before
a moderate high tide.

Plate2 ¢ Marks on the walls (left) and on a granite slab (right) from decades of
hightides.
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Plate3 ¢ Mineral and salt buildip over two of the brick quoins that form almost
all of the corners in the basememdast wall, nortkeast corner.

The basement is divided into two main areas by a stone partitiabruns
north-south down the middle of the levé#l, Figured-1). The partition
correspondswith the central running bearon each ofthe upper floors,
Ffft26Ay3 (KS ardnsférdvnbadiike iranSohedoklowT liree
openings in this central wall allow access to the frontvesthalf of the
basementlt appears that at one point inay have beeipossible to close these
three openings, as three wrought iron pimeant for hingesre still present in
the walls orthe north side of the middle opening

Twentieth century concrete has been addesishoringo form beams and
pillars, as well as the loeeiling in the northeast cornewherethe new
concretesupports the modern fire stairs that run from the ground floor to the
fourth floor ¢2, Figure 41).

In the southeast corner, two pillars rise up from a horizontal concrete beam
(Plate 4), supporting the weight of the concrete vault on the second iy
Figure 41). Although these is no obvious difference in the concretes, it is likely
that the vault supports were poured sometime between 1943 and 1976, after

GKS FANEG YFE22NJ TANB odzi 6STF2NB w20SNIiaz2yQa

contrast, the gir supports almost certainly date to the late 1970s during the
0dzAf RAy3Qa O2y@SNBAZ2Y (2 [|-musedsd Sdzy =
staircase was much smaller and would not have needed extra support.
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Figure 41 ¢ An annotated copy of the basement fiq@an. North is to the top.

The eastern or rear wall of the basement features three different recesses or
alcoves. The purpose of the northemmost recess (refer back to Plate 3) is still
unclear; perhaps it was some type of dropute accessed from th@om above,

but any evidence of how the top of the recess once looked has been erased by

the modern fire stairs above. The recess itself allows access to a giewaid

opening under the stairs that is not accessible from the rest of the ground floor
(Plak 5). This area, positioned above the concrete ceiling, has formed a 1970s
GGAYS Ol LladzZ Sz¢ Fa az2ysS O2yaidNHOUAzY
GOELRNI '¢ OAIINBGIGSa FINB aitAatt LINBaAS
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Plate4 ¢ A concretédbeam supports two concrete posts rising up beneath the
second floor vault_ooking south.

Plate5 ¢ An open space below the main staircase, accessible only from the
basement through a niche or recess in the eastern wall. Loekistg

The middle recess of the eastern wall serves a clear purpose: it allows access
from the infilled alleyway above into the basement by means of a hatch in the

Pagez4



floor. The stone walls have been capped with granite as a finishing material, and

a large wought iron tie ring has been drilled or driven into the eastern end of

the recesg#4, Figure 41) (Plate 6) The granite would have protected the stone

walls from damage during loading and unloading material from the basement. It

is not clear what theron ring was use for. Averytentative conjecture suggests

that it could have beemart of a rope and pulley system used for moving goods

OKFG ¢62dzZ R y203 06S RIYlI 3SR ,suéhaditieS ol asSySyidQa
barrels of oil that were stored here in thearly twentieth century

Plate6 ¢ The central recess in the eastern wall provides access to a hatch above,
Looking east.

The southern recess in the eastern wall of the basement provides an even

greater level of mystery. Partlglblocked by a concrete beam, its eastern wall is

formed not by stone or brick but by modern cinderbldgk, Figure 41) (Plates

7 and 8) Did this recess open onto a corridor leading towards the waterfront or

0KS LINBOA2dza ¢ NBK2dzaS 2y GKS &AAGS 2F ! f0oNRQ
almost certainly be waterlogged on a regular basis. Was it simply a second hatch

location like the midle recess? If that had been the case, why bother to block it

with cinderblockJnfortunately,it is not likely that the purpose of this recess

will be known unless the floor of the alleyway is someday taken up and

conventional archaeologg used to detemine the extenof this feature.
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Plate7 ¢ The southern recess in the east wall, looking east.

Plate8 ¢ The southern recess in the east wall, showing modern cinderblock at
the back.
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Also visible in theastern half of the basement are floor joists and the remains
of planking spread across the joigBlate 9) This would seem to suggest a
storage surface at one time, perhaps for the barrels of oil that were hooked to
pumpsservicinghe ground floor. ClssA gravel has been added to the floor in
the western half of the basement, making it impossible to determine if a
finished floor was ever part of that area unless the floor is excavated at a future
date. Some areas of theud floor are also obscurdaly broken brick and mortar
debris.

Plate9 ¢ Halfburied joists in the mud and dirt floor of the basement. Note the
remains of planks over them at the top of the frame, below the concrete beam.
Looking south.

¢ 62 néEné beeiepiaced ag&inst@hs central partition near the middle
of the basement, with a similarly sized sill benedthe repair adds extra
support to thisportion of the building, though it is not clear why extra support
for the upper floors would have been nged in this area.

An abandoned granite lintel stands upright in the eastern half of the basement
(#6, Figure 41) (Plate 10) Its rough edges show that it was not ready to be
incorporated into the building, but no cracks or flaws are present to indicate
why it was not used. Watermarks from various high tides over the years are
clearer on the granite than on the surrounding ironstone and brick.

Page27



Plate10: A freestanding granite lintel
abandoned in the basement. Looking
north.

The western half of the basement
features a brick chimney base
immediately west of the central partition
along the south wall#7, Figure 41)
(Plate 11) There is no such chimney
base on the east side, only a stepped
thickening of the stone wall. T$ivould
seem to suggest that the western
chimney and fireplaces were more
heavily used than the eastern ones on
this wall. The north wall provés no
indication ofa base fothe chimneyon
the floorsabove.
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Plate11 ¢ The brick chimney base below the western chimney on the south wall.

The western wall features three barred windows that have been blocked with
concrete on the outsidéPlate 12) The placing of the small northern windasv
slightly awkward, as it is placedimost directly below the granite lintel and main
shop entrance abov§#8, Figure 4.). Thissuggestghat when the window was
open to the streetthe shop entrance was in a different location.

Plate 12 ¢ The southernmodblocked window in the west wall.

All three windows are significantly below the modern street level. It is likely that

0KSe 6SNB LI IFOSR LINIHAIFffe AyasedRS agStftaeg Ay
on several miehineteenth century buildings on Hollis Stteoday. The tops of

the windows are finished with granite lintels, suggesting they were meant to be

seen by the public from the outsidk.is also likely that the street level is one or

062 FSSOG KAIKSNI GKFY AlG &1 énstrugtioni KS GAYS 2F 0
Many buildings in downtown Halifax share this characteristic, one of the most

notable being the Masonic Hall on Barrington and Salter Streets, where an

ordinary window appears to be positioned some three feet below the modern

street.

Therent Ay & 27T Ipipeate st Fodnd alohd\tReyiorthern wall,
starting above a small drain at the northwest corner where the end joint has
rotted away(Plate 13) From there it runs close to the ceiling through a hole
punched through the central pation of the basement. On the eastern side, the
pipe ends abruptly, and a section of pipe lies discarded on the floor b&losv.
1977 architectural plan notes that this was a storm dfdin

64 Hettema 1977.
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In addition to the concrete mentioned above, modern wooden sufipadr 6y ¢ Ec ¢

beams) have been added in the northwest corner of the basermhtHigure 4

1) (Plate 14). They are located directly below the historic entrance to the

hardware store, just inside a granite slab that forms the doorstep. The bottom

of the graniteslab is visible from inside the basement, resting mostly on the

ironstone foundation. The lack of aging on the modern wood suppodisates

6KSe RIFGS (2 (GKS o0dzAf RAy3IQa Oary@SNRERAZY Ayldz2
possibly during more recent repairs

Plate14 ¢ Late twentieth century wooden supports below the main shop
entrance on the west wall.
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Other modern additions to the basement indkifoil (vapour barrier or
insulation) and lighting on the ceilings well as a jumble of modern plumbing in
the southeast cornerSome repair to the wooden floor joists is clear above the
plumbing in this area.

4.2 Ground Floor

Front Portiond w2 6 SNI1 a2y Qa { 02 NBO
¢KS FTNRBYG 2N w20SNIazyQa {G2NB LRNIAZ2Y 2F (K.
NBEO2yaldNHzZOGSR w20SNIiazyQa | FNRgFNB | yR { KALJ

the store in the 1950€Plate 15) The shop floor features shelves stocked with
hardware, display windows, and a woodstove in theteeof the floor with a
long stovepipe running along the ceiling to a chimney on the north WMadl.
floor is oiled wood while the ceiling is whipainted wainscoting that disguises
the beams and joistabove. Five steel posts support a central nestiuth
running beam, which is also encaseavinite-paintedwainscoting(#1, Figured-
2). The posts include welded topsaking it clear that they are twentieth
century additions, most likely following one tbie fires in the migtwentieth
century. The postarere carefully painted with an artificial wood gradluring

the late 1970s reonstruction project

The southern end of the shop consists of a glageaiffice area, also

reconstructed to its 1950s appeaice #2, Figure ) (Plate 16). The office

features the original safe, and a metal Robertson & Sons Hardware sign in the

front window 3, Figure 4). The metal sign appears relatively solid and

opaque when viewed from the outside, but from the insidaimost completely

transparent. Around the time of the Second World War, many women would

use the large glass office window in front of the sign as a mirror, checking that

the rear lines of their stockings were straight. Unbeknownst to the ladies, they

weNBE LINPGARAY3I | aakKz2gée F2N GKS YSy AyaaRrRS (K
over the top of the sign to cheekily greet the surprised worffen.

65Dan Conlin, personal communication January 2013.
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Plate 15 ¢ Part of the Robertson Store reconstruction, looking east.
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Figure 42 ¢ An annotated copy of the ground floor plan, front portion. North is

to the top.
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Plate 16 ¢ The office end of the Robertson Store reconstruction, looking south.

Photographs on file in the museum library show that duringdhézA £ RA y 3 Q&
conversion to a museum, two blocked hatches were exposed in the ceiling over
the shop floor(#4, Figure 42). It is not clear at what poirduring the nineteenth
centurythese hatches were closed off, but while in use the hatches would have
provided access for goods from the storage on the upper floors down to the
waiting customer on the ground floor.

During renovations in 2010, the presence of a third hatch was noted between

the second and third floors closer to the southern vsad#le Section 4 below).

In her report Kathy Mugridge also noteshérd hatch near the southern wall,

over what is now the office spa¢#4, outline only, Figure-2). Thishatch may

have serviced a secondary shop tlaephen Archibald postulatexcupied the

southernthird of the ground flooh y G KS SIF NI & @SFENhR 2F w20SNIaz2
occupationt® Presumably this hatch was subsequently blocked when Robertson

began using this section of the building as office space.

l 62Ny | NBIF 2F GKS ¥Ff 22N igeSphysicail 2 (KS aK2LIQa&a -
evidence of changes during maisn renovation in the late 198¥#5, Figure 4

2) (Plate 17)To allow access from inside the museum out into the store, part of

the counter was cut off and moved to the north end of the building, where it

was rotated 90°.

66 Archibald ¢.1979:4
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Behind the shop front, the ground floor is partitioned into a series of smaller
rooms. Agaist the north wall, a modern staircase has been installed above
concrete reinforcements in the basemef#6, Figure 42). Towards the middle

of the building is an open area used for visible storage and a few historic tool
displays. This area is also the wiagt the public now enters the stofeont. An
approximatereplica of the main Water Street entrance to the store has been
built on the west or rear wall of this section of the buildi{#g, Figure 42),
allowing public access from the infill section nd& main entrance to the
Maritime Museum of the AtlanticCharred timbers were visible in the ceiling of
this room during the 2010 renovatiois.

Platel7¢2 2N}y Ff 22Nb2F NR&d aK2¢ GKS 2NRIAYyILE §Sy3ai

A long narrow room running between the staircase and the shop front is
accessed through a slim door from this area (#8, Figt#e €urrently, the

67 Conlin 2012:2.
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closetlike room serves no purpose, but consultation withpe@ovation plans
from 1977 show that this roowas part of a corridor and staircase that allowed
access to what was probably the packing room in the heyday of travelling
salesmen for Robertson & Son.

Plate18 ¢ Charred timbers above the visible storage area behind the Ruipert
Store reconstruction. Image courtesy Dan CoMiaritime Museum of the
Atlantic.

Against the south wall are three smaller rooms with no public access: an
electrical and service room, a staff washroom, and an open area between the
two rooms. The souttrn wall of the building is of rubble ironstone like the
basement, but it is exposed on the ground floor in only one location, the
electrical room. Some twentieth century brick repair is visible in this wall (Plate
19), as well as a sandstone thimble oweat that likely serviced a second
woodstove for the rear packing area until the early to fvekntieth century

(#9, Figure @) (Plate 20). The second fireplace is presumably blocked and
disguised behind drywall installed below the sandstone thimble.nbislear
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which stove ran to this thimble and at what time; perhaps it was connected to a
stove in the unnamed room that included oil pumps and a scale for the adjacent
packing room.
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Figure 43 ¢ Detail of a 1977 architectural plan, showing the remnamtidor
(blue) as part of the larger packing areaggn)®®

Two concrete pillars are found in this area, one in the service and electrical
room and the other just outside it disguised by dryw#sll(, Figure 4). Both

are positioned directly ovepillars in the basement and below the northeast and
northwest corners of the concrete vault on the second floor, allowing the
weight to be borne from the second floor straight down into the basement
footings.

68 Hettema 1977, Sheet 1 of 4.
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Plate 19 ¢ The souttwall of the electrical room, showing twentieth century brick
repair partially behind a drywall sheet.

A blocked window is also disguised somewhere along the southern wall, though

it was clearly exposed during 1970s renovations of the building (Platas®1

22). This window was opened sometime after 1895, when the saloon abutting

the southern wall was demolished. The window allowed office occupants to

GASG GKS | R2FOSyld FyOK2NJ &8FNR UGKNRdAAK2dzi GKS
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Plate20 ¢ A blockedsandstone thimble above the drywall sheet in the electrical
room.

Plate21¢! LIK2 3G 23INF LK G 1Sy Rdz2NAYy3I GKS o0dAf RAYIQA
Maritime Museum, showing a blocked window in the southern wall of the store
(blue). Inage courtesy Stephen Archibald.
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Plate22 ¢ A second photograph taken during renovations, showing the blocked
window (blue) from the southeast. Image courtesy Stephen Archibald.

Infilled Portion (Alleyway)

On the ground floorthe formerly external west face of the brick vehouse is
very obvious, with twavindows and a door facing the all@yl, Figure 44)
(Plate23). Thehingepins for iron shutters are still present on all three openings
in this wall(#2, Figure 44). Such scurityand fire safetyneasures would have
been in place on all accessible external windows on a warehouse building like
this one.

No part of the prenfill fagade from the rear or east wall of the Robertson Store
remains. Instead, the length of this Walcorporates an enlarged historic photo
framed by modern brick, the replicated front entryway to the hardware store,
and a replica sign for Wm. Robertson & Son (Plate 24). The tiled floor of the
alleyway slopes downward to the north, and therefore a raaipws access to

the hardware store entrance. The hatch to the basement level is disguised
beneath a wooden platform used for a slocum and display of barrels and boxes
marked with the Robertson name (#3, Figuré)4{Plate 25).
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Plate23 ¢ The east wall of the infill portion was once the external side of the
6Sait ottt 2F IfoNRQa . NARO]l {0i2NBo

Plate24 ¢ The infill portion of the ground floor, looking north.
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Figure 44 ¢ An annotated copy of the grourilbor plan, infill portion. North is to
the top.

At its north end, the alleyway features two modern sets of glass doors, leading
outside to a partially enclosed space bordered by two granite posts (#4, Figure
4-4). Both posts are chamfered, and were kkplaced to prevent damage to

the brick walls when heavy loads of cargo were brought in or out of the historic
loading door at this location. Overhead, a large wooden lintel can be seen from
the inside. Some Roman numerals were visible, but it is not ifldds timber is
contemporary with the 1880s infilling or if it is @ much later addition (Plate 26).
Roman numerals were more typically used to help carpenters assemble pre
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