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However, the issue suggests that works
which have remained relevant socially and
culturally over time can still be valuable to
teens.

The idea of the classic can be scary
for teens. Often, classic works maintain the
often false aura of institutionalization due to
their frequent mention in high school
classrooms. Some teens may find it easier to
dismiss a book because it is older or because
it is praised by the same individual who
grades them. “Back to the Classics” suggests
that this hesitance is understandable but
perhaps unnecessary. One does not need
university degrees to appreciate literature.
One of the best places to attempt to shed the
academic stigma from the classics is at
public libraries. The library, for many teens,
is a place of freedom and acceptance. It is a
forum where teens can make their own
choices, especially regarding what they read.
Librarians, therefore, are there to defend that

freedom to read but also to suggest books to

teens that they may have not thought to try.
It is at this stage of Reader’s Advisory when
librarians can plug the classics—books that
have become ubiquitous because of their
lasting appeal. There are many ways to
suggest classics to teens and many classics
to be recommended. As the issue illustrates,
turning teens on to the classics can be done
through programming, film, accessibility,
finding books with appeal factors, and
creating read-a-like lists. “Back to the
Classics” is meant as a primer outlining how
to link teens to books that are influential,
culturally important, beautifully written, and
above all, enjoyable for the reader. One of
the goals of librarians should be to frame
important literary works for teens not as
mere instructional texts that are “good for
you” but as books that will create lasting

memories of positive reading experiences.




