The Importance of Canadian

YA Non Fiction

A diverse YA non fiction section is crucial to the success of your YA collection. In order to
achieve a necessary breadth and scope in their collections YA librarians must ask themselves
the following questions: “What are the recreational, intellectual and practical information
needs of young adults?” and “How do I provide for these needs constructively and cultivate
further exploration in a non intrusive manner?” and finally “how do I provide YAs with titles
and information that is relevant to the Canadian context.” The answer to the first question is
relatively straight forward, yet challengmg Their needs are endless and contingent on the
characteristics of the individual based on gender, age, interests, reading level and culture. YA
librarians must continually learn from YAs. The question of accessing information that may
be deemed sensitive is also important. YAs are experiencing many things for the first time.
They are exploring their sexuality, having sex, as well as using drugs and alcohol sometimes
without a fully formed notion of the possible repercussions. By providing easily accessible
information about sexuality, sex, stds, pregnancy, drug and alcohol abuse through websites
and collections the library is providing an invaluable resource to a group who may be
somewhat reluctant to seek this information directly. Finally YA librarians must balance the
above while understanding and integrating them with subtleties of the Canadian cultural
context. Thankfully there exists a multitude of Canadian YA non fiction sources and sourcing
aids to explore as illustrated by the few and fantastic recommended below!
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