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To make higher education inclusive and support Indigenizing the curriculum, we must 

acknowledge the limits of our knowledge when engaging others and create safe spaces for 

them to share their experiences. How can we foster a space where the knowledge 

embodied by others is ethically engaged and its interpretations respectfully explored? As 

praxis, I will share personal-professional stories to illustrate how I integrate Merleau-

Ponty’s phenomenology, the concept of shoshin or “beginner’s mind” in Zen Buddhism, 

and Indigenizing storytelling principles into a unified approach that honors the 

preconceptual aspects of others’ stories. This approach avoids imposing fixed 

interpretations, allowing for exploration of diverse meanings with others that honors both 

the sensible and intelligible. To deepen understanding, I will include brief exercises in 

suspending preconceptions, attending to the sensible, and sharing personal-professional 

stories. By the presentation’s end, participants will understand the interplay of the sensible 

and intelligible in engaging others’ stories ethically and feel inspired to adapt these 

examples and exercises in their own teaching. 
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