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Ubuntu-informed Approaches to
Addressing Plagiarism and the use of
Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education

Susie Brigham and Randy Headley (Mount Saint Vincent University)

With more Al tools (e.g. ChatGPT) at students’ fingertips to assist in their academic writing,
we address these questions: 1.What is the general understanding of academic integrity/
plagiarism of a group (n=80) of university students of African descent? 2.How can faculty
be culturally relevant and responsive in their support of students who are grappling with
issues of academic integrity/plagiarism and their use of Al? 3.How can Black students be
empowered to use Al as a tool for academic writing? To explore these complex issues we
draw on the philosophy of Ubuntu. We refer to an electronic survey completed by 80
university students of African descent. We recommend Ubuntu-inspired pedagogical
approaches to teaching and learning about plagiarism and the ethical use of Al tools that
support students’ academic writing practices. We also point to issues of policy

development on academic integrity.
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