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“Pooh began to feel a little more comfortable, because
when you are a Bear of Very Little Brain, and you Think
of Things, you find sometimes that a Thing which seemed
very Thingish inside you 1s quite different when it gets out
mto the open and has other people looking at it.”

A. A. Milne, The House at Pooh Corner
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EDITOR’S NOTE

I hope I have surprised readers with this year’s cover.
A Iittle. The stack of books is expected - we’ve all created
those precarious piles before, on desks and on floors,
defying logic as we balance them higher and higher, for the
sake of some project or thesis - but why the grainy texture?
Why the bright, overflowing colours? Why the careful,
crooked letters of a child’s scrawl? Verso 1s, after all, an
undergraduate journal of literary criticism, not a grade-
school homework assignment.

Its imperfections, the deliberate mistakes, are a passing
nod to its first 1ssue in 2009. As undergraduates, we’re not
going to get it completely “right,” not yet. Its first editor,
Zan Showler, envisioned Verso as a space where we can
get “serious about the playfulness” that not quite getting it
right affords.

The cover reflects this playfulness, as does the epigraph
from A. A. Milne’s The House at Pooh Corner - not only
because it comes from a children’s story, but also because
it expresses the mutability of 1deas and their dependency
on the surrounding academic discourse, however we

position ourselves in it. How many theses remamn



unchanged from the first spark of recognition in reading a
text to an essay’s final draft? Fliting or forgotten, thoughts
can be slippery. Write them down, but they still won’t stay
still, not completely. In writing essays, we are required to
build our 1deas, Things we Think in the privacy of our own
minds, on Things experts have Thought. And we change
our own Thoughts accordingly.

Always reaching for a newer interpretation, a better
understanding of texts, our 1deas teeter precariously on the
thoughts of others - like a stack of books.

Kristan Newell
Editor-in-Chief
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