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"Education is a great shield against experience.
It offers so much, ready-made and from all the
best shops, that there’s a temptation to miss
your own life in pursuing the lives of your
betters."

Robertson Davies, World of Wonders
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EDITOR’S NOTE

verso, nl: “The back of a leaf in a manuscript or printed
book; the side presented to the eye when the leaf has
been turned over.” (OED)

he title of this journal is a fitting
one. It is student-run
collaborations like Verso which
form the under-celebrated
“verso” of the undergraduate experience.

The “recto,” is the process of essay
writing that ends with the instructor’s receipt
of a paper; but this model is flawed and
incomplete. One should not spend hours upon
hours on a piece of work just to have it die in
the corner of a mouse-infested office in the
McCain building. What’s the point of getting
comments from the instructor if there is no
next step?

Handing a paper in should be just the
beginning of a larger process. Verso allows
students” essays to be read, shared, and edited
by their peers, friends, and family members.
Thanks to Verso, a piece of work can become
something one can put on a shelf, instead of a
long-forgotten Word file on a laptop



somewhere. Submitting an essay, whether it be
accepted or not, provides a healthy reminder
of all the hard work one puts into an essay.

Students who participate in projects
outside of the classroom - for the sake of their
own educational betterment - have the chance
of escaping the problem put forward by
Robertson Davies in the quotation I've selected
as the epigraph for this year’s journal.

It is for this reason that I am so happy to
have been a part of the creation of Verso this
year. | would encourage anyone and everyone
to get involved with projects like this one, to
fulfill the important “verso” of one’s education.

Emma Skagen
Editor in Chief
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