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“Literature is the question minus the answer.” 

- Roland Barthes 



Editor’s Note  

 

Several of the following essays were stressed and sweated over – were written – in the 

Killam Memorial Library. While much of our undergraduate degree is spent labouring in library 

stacks, filled with the discourse that has come before us, it is important in the end to remove our 

noses from these books and direct our gaze up and out into the world. This year, Verso’s cover 

art displays the atrium roof: a lens supported by a hefty and enduring piece of academic 

infrastructure. The view through it is not a static one; it changes as frequently as the weather of 

our (un)fair city. It will please us and frustrate us, trap us and let us explore. We will feel 

warmed and sodden, lost in fog and snowed in, swamped, and struck by lightning. 

 

Here, among other things, we call on television, science, and video games to remind us 

that literature is neither limited to the written page nor a single understanding. Roland Barthes’s 

declaration, “Literature is the question minus the answer” advises that any allegedly indisputable 

answer should be subtracted from this open-ended formula. Literature must always remain fluid, 

ready to accept the multiple interpretations which may move between and play off each other. 

These literary criticisms, esteemed undergraduate “answers,” insightfully demand readers to 

question the very nature – and nurture – of literature. 

 

 

Leslie A. Gallagher 

Editor-in-Chief      
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